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It has become a holiday tradition unlike no other. While first questioned when the idea of a
snocross race held over the Thanksgiving holiday weekend on the slopes of Spirit Mountain,
twenty years later the event has become a family tradition for thousands of Midwest families
who put away the turkey and dressing, and gear up for a weekend of snocross racing unlike
any other.
This winter, we welcome you to the 20th anniversary of the AMSOIL Duluth National
Snocross, November 25-27. While Duluth wasn’t the first snocross race in North America, it
has proven to be the longest running and quite simply the best.
The stars aligned in 1992, when a simple track was created outside the Sprit Mountain
chalet and by weekend’s end, close to 8,000 fans had witnessed the birth of something
special. Duluth represented a unique combination of big city appeal, major artery access,
kick-off to season anticipation, and spectacular views of one of Minnesota’s most attractive
cities twinkling under the cover of darkness serving as the backdrop to the dawn of a national
snocross circuit.
Spirit Mountain gave fans an up close and personal view of the action on the track, whether
you preferred to take it all in outside, or while staying warm inside. As word spread, Duluth
soon attracted not just the best racers in the Midwest, but the world. It was here, where stars
were born, from the likes of Haikonen, Morgan, Vincent, Pake, Hansen, Martin, Eckstrom,
and Hibbert, Duluth National often set the stage for bigger things to come, and turned these
regular Joes into snocross super stars.
It took more than racers and a sanctioning body to transform Duluth into the must attend
event of winter, and in many ways the most significant race in the snowmobile world. Behind
the scenes, it was Terry Mattson of the Duluth Convention and Visitors Bureau (now known as
Visit Duluth), Denny Monson of the Spirit Mountain ski resort, the late hall of fame snowmobile
journalist C.J. Ramstad and Craig Hansen of the Pequaywan Area Trailblazers snowmobile
club. These men had a vision for the Duluth race that was perhaps grander than anyone else
could ever imagine.
Beyond the vision and hard work, the AMSOIL Duluth National also took resources,
and if it wasn’t for the continued support of Visit Duluth and title sponsor AMSOIL synthetic
lubricants, Duluth National may still be nothing more than a heady idea.
This November 25-27, come celebrate with us the 20th Annual AMSOIL Duluth National
Snocross and witness another chapter in snocross history. For more complete details, ticket
information, and lodging, contact Visit Duluth at 800-4-DULUTH or direct your browser to
www.visitduluth.com ¤
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Terry Mattson
President/CEO
Visit Duluth
It’s hard to believe we’re about to celebrate the 20th year of what has
become the biggest and quite possibly the most important snocross
race in North America. The AMSOIL Duluth National Snocross,
November 25-27, 2011 has grown from a simple idea amongst a
group of passionate snowmobile racing enthusiasts, into one of
Duluth’s biggest winter season attractions.
Holding the season opening race during the Thanksgiving holiday
weekend was viewed as a risk early on, but season after season,
more and more families have made Duluth National, Spirit Mountain,
and the city of Duluth, part of their family holiday traditions. Trading
in turkey and football for Duluth’s famous hospitality and world-class
snocross racing.
Change has been constant with Duluth National, from changing
tracks, to the addition of fireworks, X Games qualifiers, and much
more, the event has and continues to constantly evolve and
improve. This November is no different as the International Series of
Champions (ISOC), title sponsor AMSOIL, and Visit Duluth, will unveil
a new Friday night under the lights, one-on-one, last man standing
showdown called the AMSOIL Dominator Race. It’s unlike any type
of snocross competition anyone has seen, and with $10,000 cash on
the line, it will make for an unforgettable opening night.
Much like the race itself, the city of Duluth is constantly changing
as well, and each year new events, activities, and attractions are on
tap no matter when you visit. In fact, since the first snocross race at
Spirit Mountain in 1992, Duluth has become one of the top tourism
destinations in the Midwest, and it keeps getting better.
An example of this can be found on the slopes of Spirit Mountain.
The Spirit Mountain Adventure Park opened a little over a year ago
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and has quickly become another top Duluth attraction. Featuring the
Timber Twister alpine coaster, which reaches speeds up to 26mph
along its 3,200 feet of track; and the Timber Flyer zip line which
sends you 700 feet down the mountain in just 30 seconds. This
winter, the Adventure Park will add a six-lane tubing park slated to
open December 26th.
Of course Duluth offers much more than what you’ll find at Spirit
Mountain, the city is a constant buzz of activity year round. Duluth
serves as the gateway to the rugged and incredibly beautiful North
Shore of Lake Superior, the largest freshwater lake in the world.
The outdoor activities and sites are nearly endless, and constantly
changing with the seasons.
Duluth is also the gateway to incredible snowmobiling and the
starting point of one of the most iconic, popular, and memorable
snowmobile trails in North America, the C.J. Ramstad North Shore
State Trail. Named in honor of the late C.J. Ramstad, a constant
champion for the sport and one of the minds helping Visit Duluth
and Spirit Mountain create and develop Duluth National, the
snowmobiling adventure that lurks beyond the city lights of Duluth
and is unequalled anywhere.
Whether this November is your first or next visit to Duluth, I
welcome you to our city and to one of the most anticipated and
historic snocross races in the world. Duluth National has become a
tradition that both the city of Duluth and I look forward to every year,
and I hope it becomes a tradition for you and your family as well.
For the latest information on everything happening in Duluth including lodging,
dining, shopping, and attractions, go to visit.duluth.com or call 1-800-4-DULUTH ¤

AMSOIL DULUTH NATIONAL TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Friday - November 25

Saturday - November 26

Sunday - November 27

9:00 AM • Riders Meeting
2:00 PM • AMSOIL Dominator Riders Meeting
10:25 AM • Transition Limited • Practice
10:35 AM • Jr. 14 -15 • Practice
10:45 AM• Jr. Novice Limited • Practice
10:55 AM • Jr. 16 -17 • Practice
11:05 AM • Sport #1 • Practice
11:25 AM • Track Maintenance
11:40 AM • Transition Limited • Round 1
11:50 AM • Jr. 14 - 15 • Round 1
12:05 PM • Jr. Novice Limited • Round 1
12:15 PM • Jr. 16 - 17 • Round 1
12:30 PM • Sport #1 • Round 1
1:10 PM • Track Maintenance
1:25 PM • Transition Limited • Round 2
1:35 PM • Jr. 14 - 15 • Round 2
1:50 PM • Jr. Novice Limited • Round 2
2:00 PM • Jr. 16 - 17 • Round 2
2:15 PM • Sport #1 • Round 2
2:55 PM • Track Maintenance
3:10 PM • Jr. 14 - 15 • LCQ
3:15 PM • Sport #1 • LCQ
3:20 PM • Jr. 16 - 17 • LCQ
3:25 PM • AMSOIL Dominator • Seeding
3:40 PM • Track Maintenance
3:55 PM • Transition Limited • Final
4:05 PM • Jr. 14 - 15 • Final
4:15 PM • AMSOIL Dominator • Seeding
5:00 PM • Opening Ceremonies
5:20 PM • AMSOIL Dominator • Round 1
5:40 PM • Freestyle
5:55 PM • Jr. Novice Limited • FINAL
6:05 PM • AMSOIL Dominator • Round 2
6:15 PM • Jr. 16 - 17 • FINAL
6:25 PM • Sport #1 • FINAL
6:40 PM • Freestyle
6:55 PM • AMSOIL Dominator Semi • Final & Final

8:00 AM • Transition/Sport/Jr. Novice Riders Meeting
11:30 AM • Pro Lite/Pro Am Plus Riders Meeting
12:30 PM • Pro Open Riders Meeting
9:10 AM • Transition 8 - 12 • Practice
9:20 AM • Sport #2 • Practice
9:40 AM • Jr. Novice 10 - 13 • Practice
9:50 AM • Track Maintenance
10:05 AM • Transition 8 - 12 • Round 1
10:20 • AM Sport #2 • Round 1
11:00 AM • Jr. Novice 10 - 13 • Round 1
11:15 AM • Track Maintenance
11:25 AM • Transition 8 - 12 • Round 2
11:40 AM • Sport #2 • Round 2
12:20 PM • Jr. Novice 10 - 13 • Round 2
12:35 PM • Pro Am Plus • Practice
12:45 PM • Track Maintenance
12:55 PM • Transition 8 -12 • LCQ
1:05 PM • Sport #2 • LCQ
1:15 PM • Jr. Novice 10 - 13 • LCQ
1:00 - 2:00 PM • Pro Autographs
1:25 PM • Pro Lite #1 • Practice
1:45 PM • Pro Am Plus • Round 1
1:55 • PM Track Maintenance
2:05 PM • Transition 8 -12 • Final
2:15 PM • Jr. Novice 10 -13 • Final
2:25 PM • Pro Lite #1 • Round 1
2:50 PM • Pro Am Plus • Round 2
3:00 PM • Pro Open Practice
4:00 PM • Opening Ceremonies
4:20 PM • Pro Open • Round 1
4:40 PM • Pro Lite #1 • Round 2
5:05 PM • Sport #2 • FINAL
5:20 PM • Freestyle Show
5:35 PM • Pro Open • Round 2
5:55 PM • Pro Lite #1 • LCQ
6:05 PM • Pro AM Plus • FINAL
6:20 PM • Pro Open • LCQ
6:30 PM • Freestyle Show
6:45 PM • Pro Lite #1 • FINAL
7:05 PM • Pro Open • FINAL

8:00 AM • Pro AM Women/Pro Lite/
120 Riders Meeting
10:00 AM • Pro Open Riders Meeting
8:50 AM • Champ 120 • Practice
9:00 AM • Pro AM Women • Practice
9:15 AM • Champ 120 • Round 1
9:25 AM • Pro AM Women • Round 1
9:40 AM • Pro Lite #2 • Practice
10:00 AM • Track Maintenance
10:10 AM • Champ 120 • Round 2
10:20 AM • Pro AM Women • Round 2
10:35 AM • Pro Lite #2 • Round 1
11:00 AM • Pro Open Practice
12:00 PM • Opening Ceremonies
12:20 PM • Pro Open • Round 1
12:40 PM • Pro Lite #2 • Round 2
1:05 PM • Freestyle Show
1:20 PM • Champ 120 Final
1:30 PM • Pro Open • Round 2
1:50 PM • Pro Lite #2 • LCQ
2:00 PM • Pro AM Women • Final
2:15 PM • Pro Open • LCQ
2:25 PM • Freestyle Show
2:40 PM • Pro Lite #2 • FINAL
3:00 PM • Pro Open • FINAL

C.J. RAMSTAD MEMORIAL CUP
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ESPN ENDS SNOCROSS

SEMI PRO RIDERS
LIGHTEN UP
Taking a page from the national
motocross world, the International
Series of Champions (ISOC), the
sanctioning body for the AMSOIL
Championship Snocross Series,
has eliminated stock racing from
the professional ranks and mod
racing from the semi-pro level. In
addition, new names join the revised
classifications with simply Pro
becoming the sole class for the best
snocross athletes in the world, and a
newly named Pro Lite division, taking
the place of the Semi-Pro division.
The move was instituted for a number
of reasons including rising costs,
dwindling participation, and simplified
communications. No official 20112012 ISOC rulebook was available at
this writing, so it remains to be seen
how drivers will be graduated to the
Pro ranks, as well as the technical
differences separating the two.

NEW AMSOIL DOMINATOR
RACE ON FRIDAY NIGHT

By now you’ve probably heard the news that the brass at ESPN, hosts, promoters,
and holders of the purse strings of the Winter X Games, have decided to end
snocross competition at Winter X. The news came late this past fall, after many
national teams had already secured sponsorship packages with “guarantees” of
Winter X exposure. Also eliminated was the less popular Speed and Style; only
the freestyle disciplines of Freestyle and Best Trick remain. Winter X first featured
snocross in 1997, and it quickly became one of the most popular events at the Winter
X Games. During that same time, it was elevated to elite status within the snowmobile
industry as one of the most important events of the season. While ESPN distributed
an upbeat press release saying they expect most snowmobile athletes to remain
at Winter X for the remaining competitions, insiders immediately recognized the
elimination of snocross meant most of the world’s best snowmobile athletes simply
would no longer be part of the Winter X Games.
10 2011 DULUTH NATIONAL

With Winter X out and with it the
Friday night qualifying race, title
sponsor and local business Amsoil
has put up $10,000 for a winner
take all, head to head Friday night
battle to debut this year at DNSX.
Dubbed the Dominator race, the
race will feature 16 of the best
snocross riders in the world racing
head-to-head in a bracket style
elimination event. If you win the
race, you move on to the next
round, loose and its back to the
trailer. Half of the field of 16 will be
comprised of the top 8 racers from
the 2010-2011 year-end Pro Open
point standings. Two 15-minute
seeding sessions will determine the
remaining 8 slots. From these two
sessions, the 8 fastest riders will
also be selected (based upon their
lap times). After that it will be oneon-one for two and half laps, with
the winner moving on to the next
round, and the last man standing
taking home $10,000.

NATIONAL TOUR BECOMES MORE
REGIONALLY FOCUSED

PHOTO BY: BRETT MOIST

Talk of taking the sport to the
next level has been bantered
about the competitive side of
snowmobile racing far longer than
snocross has been employed on
North American soil. However
this season, it appears national
promoters have introduced a
national tour schedule that returns
the sport closer to its roots with
events taking place in more
traditionally rich snowmobile
areas. While some may see this
as taking a step back, others
see it as a move in the right
direction in making snocross and
snowmobile racing in general
healthy again. It’s in these
snowmobile rich communities
where the pure fans live, and
most certainly will support high
profile events such as the ACSS
in spades.

2011-2012
NATIONAL SNOCROSS TOUR
November 25-27, 2011
Duluth, MN

February 11, 2012
Detroit, MI

December 9-11, 2011
Bessemer, MI

March 2-4, 2012
Fargo, ND

January 6-8, 2012
Shakopee, MN

March 9-11, 2012
Elk River, MN

February 3-4, 2012
Farmington, NY

March 16-18, 2012
Lake Geneva, WI
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REVERSE COURSE RETURNS
Last winter marked the
first time in the history of
the Duluth National track,
that the race was run in a
clockwise fashion, forcing
racers to plunge down the
back side of the track, and
specifically the storied “wall”
versus up it. The change in
direction allowed staging
and the starting line to flow
better from the backside
pits, and resulted in very
few restarts. Last year, ISOC
officials called the new track
a “European” design, saying
many cross tracks from
across the pond are run in a
clockwise fashion. Despite
the European roots, racers
who made the trek from
across the Atlantic held little
advantage over their North
American counterparts.
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DULUTH NATIONAL VISIONARY HONORED

GROWING UP CROSS

It’s no secret that legendary snowmobile journalist C.J.Ramstad
was a huge supporter and promoter of the Duluth National
Snocross. Aside from penning many articles, snapping
thousands of pictures, and spreading the allure and appeal
of DNSX to virtually everyone he met; C.J. also played an
instrumental role in the initial conceptualization and execution
of that first race in 1992. His life suddenly ended along with his
son J.J. in a automobile accident in 2007; and C.J. has been
recognized and remembered in many ways since. One of the
most poignant tributes to Ramstad was completed this past
fall when signage was finally erected along the state’s most
recognized and loved snowmobile trail. Officially renamed
the C.J. Ramstad North Shore Trial, Ramstad will forever be
recognized and honored as one of the sport’s most important
and colorful advocates by having one of the sport’s most
legendary and iconic trails renamed in his honor.

A challenge facing the
sport of snocross is being
met head on by the folks
at ERX Motor Park in Elk
River, Minnesota. With
participation numbers
thinning year after year,
track promoters have
teamed up with ISOC and
other industry insiders to offer a pair of Learn 2 Ride Snocross
Clinics. The first such clinic is slated for November 12, and
will primarily focus on new to the sport racers, especially 120
riders. The second clinic will take place during the holiday
break on December 28, and will entail on track, one-on-one
training with some of the top professional snocross athletes
in the sport. In addition to the clinics, ERX Motor Park has
been building a successful winter program around grassroots
racing. Open to any rider, of any age, with any type of
snowmobile imaginable, the affordable run-what-ya-brung
racing on Thursday nights has struck a chord amongst many
who are now singing the praises of returning to the roots of
the sport and simply having fun. For more information on the
clinics, the grassroots schedule, or the national race slated for
ERX in March, visit their website at www.erxmotorpark.com.

(L-R) Ron Potter, DNR; Terry
Mattson, Visit Duluth; Greg
Sorenson, MnUSA; Joel
Mellenthin, MSPN
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NEW IRON WILL DEBUT AT DULUTH
Year after year, Duluth National Snocross has often
marked the first time new racing iron competes head to
head. This winter will be no exception as the latest racing
snowmobiles from Ski-doo, Polaris, and Arctic Cat will
line-up on the slopes of Spirit in hopes of gaining the
early edge and setting the tone for the season.

Arctic Cat Sno Pro 600
The new kid on the block for the 2012 season is the all-new Sno
Pro 600 from Arctic Cat. Touted as being stronger and lighter than
the already dominate 2011 Sno Pro 600, the new racer is built upon
an all new ProCross Race chassis with a new long-legged front
suspension as well as an all-new Slide Action rear suspension. The
engine, which has been dominate in recent years, is unchanged.

Polaris 600 IQ Racer
While the Cat screams all-new, the folks just up the road from
the Thief River Falls maker will march out the tried and true 600
IQ racer for the eighth competitive season, making it the “oldest”
buggy at the line. While often-touting significant change year over
year, the 2012 version is virtually unchanged from a year previous,
save calibrations and retro graphics.

Ski-Doo MXZX 600 RS
After dominating the terrain tracks with their first REV platform, the
replacement XP weapon has fallen well short of the mark. For 2012,
the MXZX 600 RS receives significant changes in suspension and
power. A new tall spindle front suspension will hope to improve
cornering and straight-line balance, while a new crankcase,
crankshaft, and improved intake flow will deliver more power for the
all important snocross holeshot. ¤
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Twenty Things
to Try, Take, Tour,
and Twist While
In Duluth
1. Stroll the Bentleyville “Tour of Lights”

Experience the magic of nearly 3-million lights illuminating
Bayfront Festival Park on the shores of Lake Superior. What
has become known as the largest holiday light show in the
Midwest, the Bentleyville display comes to life every evening
and features a 12-story animated Christmas tree with more than
30,000 sparkling LED lights. Along with hundreds more lighted
displays, Santa will be on hand to visit with children every night
from 5:00pm, November 19 through December 23. Best of all,
admission is free! Visit www.bentleyvilleusa.org

2. Ride the Train to Bentleyville

Make your trip to the Tour of Lights one better by taking the
Bentleyville Train from Fitger’s Brewery Complex to the Bayfront
Park. Departure times are at 5:00pm, 6:30pm and 8:00pm from
Saturday, November 25 until December 17. For more information
visit www.fitgers.com.

3. Visit Santa and his Live Reindeer at
Fitger’s Courtyard

Why visit Santa at the mall this season when you can check in
with St. Nick and his “real deal” reindeer while in Duluth. The
red suited giver will be flying in to Fitger’s starting on Saturday,
November 25 at noon. Check Fitger’s event website for more
details at www.fitgers.com

4. Brush up on your “Minnesotan” with
the Musical Comedy “The Best of How to
Talk Minnesotan”

A must see for any true Minnesota native or wanna be. With
four show times available, you’ll be sure to find a time that fits
your busy weekend schedule. Called more fun than a smelt fry,
you’ll join the Humde family at the Lost Walleye Lodge. You’ll not
only learn the lingo but also get a few ice fishing tips, learn how
to wave, savor a hotdish, and send your friends off with a long
Minnesota goodbye. Held at the Fitger’s complex, tickets start at
$20. Visit www.changeofpaceproductions.com for details.

5. Get Adventurous at Spirit Mountain
Adventure Park

Don’t let the snocross racers have all the thrills at Sprit Mountain,
with activities including mini golf, the exhilarating Timber Twister
Alpine Coaster, tubing or the Timber Flyer Zip Line, you can find
plenty of ways to get out and get thrilled for the entire family. New
to the mountain last season, the Timber Twister allows you to take
an individual coaster on tracks down 3,400 feet at speeds up to
26mph. Visit www.spiritmt.com for details.

6. Explore the Great Lakes Aquarium

This hands-on discovery center encourages guests to
explore animals and ecosystems found in the Great Lakes
and beyond. You can see over 70 different species of fish,
birds, reptiles, amphibians and mammals, including those
found in the gigantic two-story tall aquarium. Open from
10:00am to 6:00pm daily, you can learn more by visiting
www.glaquarium.org.

7. Take in a Show at Teatro Zuccone

Whether you prefer a comedy or music, you’re likely to find it
at the intimate Teatro Zuccone theater in downtown Duluth.
The 120-seat theater has hosted a variety of local, regional,
and national artists, as well as open-mic night comedy. Check
their website at www.teatrozuccone.com to view the latest
performance schedule and ticket prices.

8. Discover the Gateway to the Wild at the
Lake Superior Zoo

Located just minutes from downtown, the Lake Superior Zoo
is home to hundreds of animals including Amur tigers, snow
leopards, cougars, polar bears, Alaskan grizzly and Kodiak bears,
African lions, harbor seals and many more. Located on 16-acres,
the zoo is open year-round and touts winter hours from 10:00am
to 4:00pm and parking is free!. To learn more you can point your
browser to www.lszoo.org.

9. Sun Rise on Superior

You’ve seen and in fact, you may have done it yourself while
taking in some tropical vacation on a white sandy beach;
just as the sun prepares to set, the beach is filled with
people wanting to catch the last rays of the sun as it dips
below the horizon. While it’s a stunning way to end the day,
why not start your day with one better. Watching the crisp
winter sunrise over the icy waters of Lake Superior is nothing
short of breathtaking, and like so many Duluth activities, it’s
absolutely free.

10. Visit the St. Louis County Heritage
and Art Center

Known locally as simply the Depot, take a step back in
time and explore steam locomotives and their antique, gilded,
wooden coaches in what is home to the Midwest’s largest indoor
train collection. The historic building itself was constructed in
1892 and for years served as Duluth’s busiest railroad station.
Open during the winter months Monday through Saturday, the
Depot building and its displays are truly a remarkable historical
snapshot. Visit www.duluthdepot.org
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11. Go Cross-Country Skiing
or Snow Shoeing

You know you’ve reached the “true north” when you can step
outside your hotel room and enjoy miles of groomed, tracked and
lighted trails all within the city limits of Duluth. Explore the rugged
beauty of the area while at the same time, stepping back to a
simpler time, when knowing how to navigate the winter terrain was
more than an activity, it was a necessity. Download an area Duluth
trail map at www.duluthmn.gov/parks.

12. Ride “The Polar Express” Train

If you are beginning to think trains are kind of a big deal to the
city of Duluth, you’re right. While they are no longer a vibrant part
of the economy, they were as instrumental in the development of
the city as the shipping industry was. Departing from Fitger’s on
Friday, November 24, you can ride the decorated train to the Lake
Superior Railroad Museum where you’ll be greeted by Santa Claus
and a reading of the “Polar Express.” Visit www.fitgers.com for
ticket information.

13. Come Alive with an Evening
of Live Music

Don’t let the diminutive stature of Duluth fool you, it’s
actually the fourth largest city in Minnesota, and with that
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size comes the allure and ability to attract many top musical
acts to the theaters and clubs scattered throughout the
city. During Duluth National weekend, several clubs stepup their entertainment options in hopes of luring some of
the 36,000 race fans to their establishment. Visit www.
twinportsnightlife.com for listings.

14. Tour Glensheen Historic Estate

Located along the shore of Lake Superior, this Congdon estate sits
on 7.6 acres, which hosts a 39-room Jacobean Revival mansion.
Completed in 1908, the décor remains true to its roots. More than
a historic mansion, the Glensheen tour is glimpse into the lives of
the Congdon family who were active in Iron Range land speculation
and Minnesota politics. The mansion is especially beautiful when it
is decorated for the holidays. Visit www.glensheen.org.

15. Youth Hockey at the Duluth Heritage
Sports Center

No question, hockey is synonymous with Minnesota and few
places is this more true than Duluth. The locals and the area
schools take hockey very seriously and you can easily get
caught up in the excitement of any of the hundreds of games,
including women’s hockey, hosted at the Heritage Sports Center
throughout the winter months. For a schedule of events visit
www.duluthheritage.com.

16. Ski or Snowboard at Spirit Mountain

It sounds obvious, but we are continually surprised at
how a few people who attend Duluth National, also make
the time to go shred the slopes of Spirit Mountain. While
the bunny hill might be closed for the weekend, many
other of the mountain’s 700 vertical foot runs are open
throughout the weekend. Overlooking the largest fresh
water lake in the world, Spirit Mountain may not be the
biggest, but we’d argue one of the most breathtaking
anywhere. Visit www.spiritmt.com for hours, lift prices,
and rental details.

17. Find Your Adventure at
Adventure Zone

While Duluth prides itself on its ruggedness and outdoor
activities, you can cut loose indoors as well when you
visit the Adventure Zone during the Duluth National
weekend in November. Featuring laser tag, mini golf,
batting cages, rock climbing, an arcade, and much
more, the Adventure Zone is located in Duluth’s Canal
Park and is within walking distance of many hotels and
restaurants. Visit www.adventurezoneduluth.com for
more information.

18. Visit the Duluth Children’s Museum

The Duluth Children’s’ Museum invites and encourages
the young at heart to play, to wonder and to explore
via one of the many exhibits and programs found at the
facility. Conveniently located in the historic union depot
area of downtown Duluth, winter hours for the museum
are Tuesday through Saturday 10:00am to 5:00pm, and
Sunday 1:00pm to 5:00pm. For more information visit
www.duluthchildrensmuseum.org.

19. Carriage Ride Through Duluth

Take in the city of Duluth with real horsepower, enjoy a
historic horse drawn carriage ride through the streets
of Duluth, or go one step further and release your inner
winter child with a horse drawn sleigh ride through
Minnesota’s white gold. For more information contact
Visit Duluth at 1-800-4-DULUTH.

20. Shop, Shop Till You Drop

Sometimes nothing can relax better than some shoptherapy. If so, Duluth has the ultimate remedy with an
overflowing mall atop the hill featuring many of today’s
most popular shops; or several boutique shops located
in downtown Duluth and along the waterfront. No
matter your taste, you’ll undoubtedly find something to
please in Duluth.
For a complete list of events, lodging, dining, shopping,
and attractions simply visit www.visitduluth.com for more
information. ¤
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ON
TWENTY

A Look Back at 20 Years and 20
Moments from the Track that
has Defined the Sport of Cross.

It had already been eleven years since snocross first dawned on North American
soil at Quadna Mountain near Hill City, Minnesota. But despite those legendary
roots, it was the birth of Duluth National in November of 1992 that set the stage for
the snocross explosion that would soon follow. Held under the lights, it was also
the first time a national snocross tour and subsequent year-end champion would
be crowned under the Motorsports Racing Plus (MRP) sanctioning body. With a
total of 236 entries on the hill, it was none other than Kirk Hibbert and the debut
of the now legendary 1993 Arctic Cat ZR, setting the stage with a pair of pro wins.
Brian Sturgeon won the remaining pro class and a young talent by the name of
Todd Wolff gave Ski-Doo a debut terrain win in the Semi-Pro Open class.

[
The word was out following the first year success of DNSX. While
the inaugural event was littered with local talent, the follow-up
lured talent from the far stretches of the North American snowbelt.
Names including Jack Struthers and Toby Ashley joined the local
boys and girls for a follow-up Duluth event that drew as many as
15,000 fans over the three day and night affair. It was once again
Arctic Cat who captured the lion’s share of podiums; including a
memorable win by local hero Steve Hansen in Pro-Stock, but the
competition was closing the gap.
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[
The rules of snocross changed forever when a young
unknown rider from Finland, named Toni Haikonen,
dominated a final field of ten in the Pro Open final by
changing how racers approached the jump littered track.
With a blizzard tugging on the sleeve of Spirit Mountain, as
if sensing a changing of the guard, Toni doubled and tripled
his way into snowmobile racing history and subsequently
changed how both drivers raced and how sleds were built
from that moment on.

[

[

Sprit Mountain, as the race was more commonly
referred to during the mid 90s, continued to grow in epic
proportions. The 1995-96 season marked the introduction
of the Snocross World Series, as MRP looked to add more
oomph to the snocross scene with a national tour and a
national television package via ESPN2. On the track it was
the “Flying Finn” Toni Haikonen besting the field aboard
his Team FAST Ski-Doo; with the most memorable of
the two races coming in Pro Open, where Toni piloted a
“stocker” and executed a last lap pass on Kirk Hibbert for
the win, and signaling a changing of the guard.

[
In the twenty-year history of Duluth, two moments stand out
more than any others. The first came when Toni Haikonen
doubled to victory and the second occurred during the Pro 600
final, when a young man, sporting long, unkempt sideburns
and a stand-up riding style never before witnessed, literally
flew over the competition and Yamaha rider Nathan Titus for
the win. When the snow dust settled at season’s end, the Blair
Morgan had captured 13 of 18 national snocross wins, the Pro
Championship title, and earned the nickname Superman. Blair
was so good that even legendary racer Kirk Hibbert said during
Blair’s debut season, “He’s (Blair) the first driver that has come
along that I don’t really have a chance of riding with…ever.”

Then there were four… the 1996 season marked the
return of factory Yamaha to snowmobile terrain racing,
and with their return they bought the driving rights of a
fast, aggressive, and at times abrasive Chris Vincent to
do their talking. While Vincent failed to win at Duluth, he
along with 1996 Pro 440 winner Brad Pake (Arctic Cat)
would join Haikonen in many battles to come, helping
to forge what was without question some of the most
exciting snocross races in the history of the sport.

[
The sport of snocross continued its meteoric rise in popularity
and it was capped by the first ever appearance of snocross in
the fast rising in popularity ESPN Winter X Games. With the shine
of the national spotlight still beaming, the 1998 Duluth National
enjoyed incredible fan support despite an unusually warm start to
the season. In fact, it was so warm, even the best snow making
efforts by the Spirit Mountain staff proved insufficient as the event
was forced to cancel the Sunday main event as pools of water
and heavy fog greeted racers and fans early that same morning.
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[

[
Warm temperatures again greeted race
fans on the slopes of Spirit Mountain for
the 1999 event. By now, Duluth National
was clearly viewed as the most important
and most prominent terrain race in the
sport, garnering attention equal to if not
more than the Winter X Games. Duluth
was known the world over as the kick-off
to the season and all eyes were on the hill
as it set the tone for things to come. On
the track, Morgan remained the man to
beat, but a throng of young and talented
racers, many of whom were inspired by
racers who they watched and idolized at
Duluth, were making their way up through
the support class ranks.

[
With snocross becoming the pure focus of factory
race efforts, Duluth once again was the epicenter as
Ski-Doo unveiled a new open sled that was simply
called the “Rev” in the pits. Much like the 1993 ZR
did for Arctic Cat, the “Rev” immediately became
a force to be reckoned with as it dominated on the
slopes of Duluth.
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With the dawning of a new millennium, it was only
fitting that a new rider emerged from the pack and
make history at Duluth National. It was in many ways
not a complete surprise when a young, just old enough
to drive, Tucker Hibbert who was racing in his first
World Snowmobile Association (WSA) pro race at
Duluth National, scored the Pro Open win and went on
to win the year-end crown in the same class. Tucker
had set the tone last winter, when he won X-Games
gold in Vermont as a Semi-Pro, and became the “one
to watch” as the 2001 season approached.

[
The front-runners of the pack were still grabbing the
checkered at Duluth in 2002 as Morgan won the Pro
Open final and Tucker Hibbert held off teammate
Kent Ipsen for the Pro Stock win. While no one
knew it at the time, it would be the last time Tucker
would compete on the slopes of Spirit Mountain
until his return in 2006.

[
[

With Hibbert focused on his
dream of motocross and
Morgan showing his age and
vulnerability, Duluth National
became anyone’s race to win
for the next several years. With
new equipment coming into play
from all three factory efforts,
the predictability of Duluth as
of late was erased. Factory Cat
teammates Kent Ipsen and
Kurtis Crapo enjoyed a one-two
finish in the 2003 Pro Stock final.
Much had changed since that first
race in 1992, but the signature fall
away jump on the front straight
of the Duluth National track had
become a signature of the now
legendary track. Driving virtually
blind into a wall of snow after
making a deeply rutted left-hand
turn at the top of the hill, racers
emerge from the lip and the entire
track, chalet and crowd opens
up before them. Here Eckstrom
collects his thoughts as he takes
the leap of faith en route to a Pro
Open win in 2004.

[
When first pitched as a Thanksgiving weekend, the
obstacles and objections by many industry experts were
many, one of which being cold and snow. The 2005 race
was the second time in 14 years that the final day of
racing had to be postponed due to warm temperatures
and fog. But despite the shortened race, the Spirit
Mountain crew amazed even the most vocal doubting
Thomases by building a brilliant white snocross track in
the middle of the snowless November landscape.
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[

[
It was the year of the return, with Yamaha marking their
second “return” to terrain racing, this time with four-stroke
power and the riding talents of Robbie Malinowski leading
the charge. The 2006 Duluth National race also marked the
return of Tucker Hibbert to snocross racing (even if for just
four races). While those two announcements made news
off the track, it was Polaris ace Ross Martin making noise
on it, with a pair of Pro wins at Duluth aboard the third year
refined Polaris IQ racer. The wins finally brought Polaris back
into the terrain limelight after a long, long dry spell.

[
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By 2007, the sport of snocross had settled into a groove, or
was it a rut? While Duluth National remained the pinnacle
of the sport and continued to attract in excess of 30,000
fans to the slopes of Sprit Mountain, the then sanctioning
body of WPSA, had over spent, over promised, and under
delivered and the 2007 DNSX race marked their last time
at the helm. Despite the troubles behind the scenes, the
show on the track at Duluth remained the best anywhere,
as Tucker Hibbert and Ross Martin represented the cream
of the crop, with each taking a Pro win.

Change was everywhere when the 2008 Duluth
National event went green. A new sanctioning
body, the International Series of Champions
(ISOC), rebuilt the national snocross tour from
the ashes of bankruptcy and with it came the
largest DNSX track ever. Featuring a right hand
turn, a feature that had not been seen at Duluth
since 1993, Tucker Hibbert aboard an all-new
Arctic Cat racer took top honors in both pro
classes. On a more somber note, just months
before the race, long time snocross hero Blair
Morgan suffered a tragic motocross spinal cord
injury resulting in paralysis. In his honor and in
an effort to raise money and awareness, many
riders wore Blair’s iconic 7C number on their
helmets throughout the season.

[
Backed by a lucrative Monster Energy Drink sponsorship, the all
black with vibrant Monster logo Arctic Cat of Tucker Hibbert was
becoming an all too familiar sight at the front of the pack. Tucker
was dominating races not just at Duluth, but also at national
snocross venues everywhere. Fortunately for his competitors,
Tucker competed at just the early races on the national tour before
turning his attention and training on national motocross. Hibbert
swept the pro podium, making him the only driver to ever sweep
the pro classes twice in Duluth National history.

[
The most recent battle on the slopes of Spirit Mountain can be likened to a game of cat and
mouse. Polaris mounted Ross Martin starring as the mouse and Tucker Hibbert as the Cat.
In both pro finals last year, Martin jettisoned out to an early lead with Hibbert being caught
mid-pack. In the 20 lap finals, Hibbert eventually hunted down Martin the mouse, overtook
him, and raced off for the win. Last winter also marked the second exit from cross by
Yamaha, as the evolution of one of the sport’s most iconic race venues soldiers on for what
many hope to be another twenty years. ¤

VISIT

sledder.net

TODAY!
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Every so often a race and/or venue comes along that helps to define
the sport. A race where more than winners happen, but rather history
happens and legends are made. Soon Duluth National will have 20
years of racing under its belt, and it’s safe to say, the race can now
be spoken in the same sentence as other legendary race venues
such as Eagle River, the Soo, and Jackson Hole. Here’s a look back
at those who made history on the slopes of Spirit Mountain.
1992

Pro Open: 1. Steve Hansen (Cat); 2. Kirk Hibbert (Cat); 3. Greg Hyde (Pol)
Pro Stock: 1. Lauren Wolf (Pol); 2. Craig Janzig (Pol); 3. Brian Sturgeon (Cat)
Pro Lite: 1. Kirk Hibbert (Cat); 2. Dan Sturgeon (Cat); 3. Steve Hansen (Cat)

1993

Pro Mod 500: 1. Craig Hansen (Cat); 2. Toby Ashley (Cat); 3. Rob Irving (Pol)
Pro Open: 1. Toby Ashley (Cat); 2. Keith Dierkes (Pol); 3. Kirk Hibbert (Cat)
Pro Stock: 1. Steve Hansen (Cat); 2. Jack Struthers (Pol); 3. Brad Pake (Cat)
Pro Lite: 1. Brian Sturgeon (Cat); 2. Craig Hansen (Pol); 3. Rob Irving (Pol)

1994

Pro Mod 500: 1. Tom Belair (Pol); 2. Kirk Hibbert (Cat); 3. Brad Pake (Cat)
Pro Open: 1. Toni Haikonen (Doo); 2. Kirk Hibbert (Cat); 3. Jack Struthers (Pol)
Pro Stock: 1. Jack Struthers (Pol); 2. Toni Haikonen (Doo); 3. Kirk Hibbert (Cat)
Pro Lite: 1. Kirk Hibbert (Cat); 2. Brad Pake (Cat); Krister Johansson (Doo)

1995

Pro Stock 440: 1. Toni Haikonen (Doo); 2. Kirk Hibbert (Cat); 3. Nathan Titus (Pol)
Pro Open: 1. Toni Haikonen (Doo); 2. Kirk Hibbert (Cat); 3. Chris Vincent (Cat)

1996

WE NEED YOU!

Wisconsin offers the finest snowmobile trail system
in the country, with over 25,000 miles if self-funded
groomed trails. Trails are established and maintained
by volunteers who are members of the local
snowmobile clubs.
BECOME A PART OF THE DRIVING FOURCE BEHIND THE AWSC!
• Greater legislative power - As an AWSC member, your voice will be heard in the
halls of the Capital, in efforts to preserve snowmobile trails on public lands, and in
unified support of safe, responsible snowmobiling. Plus...
• Receive 7 issues of Wisconsin Snowmobile News, with association and club
activity coverage, legislative updates, the latest on new sleds and products, race
coverage, great snowmobile destinations and much more.
• By belonging to a snowmobile club, you are helping to keep the sport strong by
providing good trails, and you are having fun by being with people who enjoy and
understand the fun and fellowship of snowmobiling.

Pro Stock 440: 1. Brad Pake (Cat); 2. Toni Haikonen (Doo); 3. Kirk Hibbert (Cat)
Pro Stock 600: 1. Toni Haikonen (Doo); 2. Chris Vincent (Yam); 3. Greg Hyde (Pol)
Pro Open: 1. Toni Haikonen (Doo); 2. Kirk Hibbert (Cat); 3. Jonas Persson (Cat)

1997

Pro 440: 1. Brad Pake (Cat); 2. Toni Haikonen (Doo); 3. Noel Kohanski (Doo)
Pro 600: 1. Blair Morgan (Cat); 2. Brad Pake (Cat); 3. Greg Hyde (Pol)
Pro Open: 1. Blair Morgan (Cat); 2. Nathan Titus (Yam); 3. Jane Tapio (Doo)

1998

Pro 440: 1. Blair Morgan (Cat); 2. Toni Haikonen (Doo); 3. Kurtis Crapo (Pol)
Pro 600: 1. Blair Morgan (Cat); 2. Toni Haikonen (Doo); 3. Chris Vincent (Doo)
Pro Open: 1. Chris Vincent (Doo); 2. Nathan Titus (Yam); 3. D.J. Eckstrom (Cat)

Name:__________________________________________________________
Address:________________________________________________________
City:__________________________________ State:_______ Zip:__________
Phone:_________________________________________________________
____Please send me information on how I can join a club.
Payment Made By: ____Check

_____Money Order

_____ Associate Member $20
_____Web link $50
Comercial Sponsorship
_____Basic $45 - Listing in 3 Issues of WSN plus AWSC web site.
_____Premier $95 - Above PLUS Web hot link to your site.
SEND TO: AWSC, 529 Trail Side Dr., Suite 100, DeForest, WI 53532
PHONE: (800)232-4108 or visit www.awsc.org
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Brad Pake pumped the chilly Duluth air as he finally claimed the top box on
the podium with a Pro Stock 440 win in 1996)

1999

Pro Stock: 1. Blair Morgan (Cat); 2. Toni Haikonen (Cat); 3. Chris Vincent (Doo)
Pro Open: 1. Chris Vincent (Doo); 2. D.J. Eckstrom (Doo); 3. Earl Reimer (Cat)

2000

Pro Stock: 1. Blair Morgan (Cat); 2. Tucker Hibbert (Cat); 3. Noel Kohanski (Pol)
Pro Open: 1. Tucker Hibbert (Cat); 2. Kent Ipsen (Cat); 3. Karl Allard (Cat)

2001

Pro Stock: 1. Justin Tate (Doo); 2. Blair Morgan (Doo); 3. Tucker Hibbert (Cat)
Pro Open: 1. Tucker Hibbert (Cat); 2. Blair Morgan (Doo); 3. Michael Island (Pol)

2002

Pro Stock: 1. Tucker Hibbert (Cat); 2. Kent Ipsen (Cat); 3. Shaun Crapo (Pol)
Pro Open: 1. Blair Morgan (Doo); 2. Todd Wolff (Doo); 3. D.J. Eckstrom (Pol)

2003

Pro Stock: 1. Kent Ipsen (Cat); 2. Kurtis Crapo (Cat); 3. Michael Island (Doo)
Pro Open: 1. Earl Reimer (Doo); 2. Kent Ipsen (Cat); 3. Dennis Eckstrom (Pol)

2004

Pro Stock: 1. Robbie Malinoski (Cat); 2. D.J. Eckstrom (Pol); 3. Blair Morgan (Doo)
Pro Open: 1. D.J. Eckstrom (Pol); 2. Blair Morgan (Doo); 3. Carl Kuster (Doo)

2005

Pro Stock: 1. Mathieu Morin (Doo); 2. Kurtis Crapo (Cat); 3. D.J. Eckstrom (Pol)
Pro Open: 1. D.J. Eckstrom (Pol); 2. Ross Martin (Pol); 3. T. J. Gulla (Pol)

2006

Pro Stock: 1. Ross Martin (Pol); 2. Mike Schultz (Pol); 3. Garth Kaufman (Cat)
Pro Open: 1. Ross Martin (Pol); 2. Levi LaVallee (Pol); 3. Garth Kaufman (Cat)

2007

Pro Stock 1. Ross Martin (Pol); 2. D.J. Eckstrom (Pol); 3. Mike Schultz (Pol)
Pro Open: 1. Tucker Hibbert (Cat); 2. Levi LaVallee (Pol); 3. Ross Martin (Pol)

2008

Pro Stock: 1. Tucker Hibbert (Cat); 2. Levi LaVallee (Pol); 3. Ryan Simons (Cat)
Pro Open: 1. Tucker Hibbert (Cat); 2. Ryan Simons (Cat); 3. Ross Martin (Pol)

2009

Pro Stock: 1. Tucker Hibbert (Cat); 2. Dan Ebert (Cat); 3. Garth Kaufman (Cat)
Pro Open: 1. Tucker Hibbert (Cat); 2. Ross Martin (Pol); 3. Levi LaVallee (Pol)

2010

Pro Stock: 1. Tucker Hibbert (Cat); 2. Ross Martin (Pol); 3. Tim Tremblay (Doo)
Pro Open: 1. Tucker Hibbert (Cat); 2. Ross Martin (Pol); 3. Brett Turcotte (Doo)

Only Tucker Hibbert
has notched more wins
at Duluth than Blair
Morgan. Unlike Hibbert,
Morgan scored seven
victories aboard two
different brands. ¤
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MOOSEHEAD CHALET EXPO
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SPECTATOR VIEWING
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ADVANTAGE: YOU
Today, you need every advantage you can get. You can get that
edge simply by becoming a member of the Minnesota United
Snowmobilers Association (MnUSA). For a $20 annual individual/
family membership you will join thousands of others who are
making a difference while getting exclusive membership benefits.
In addition to being a part of MnUSA,
your membership benefits include:
- 8 Issues of Minnesota Snowmobiling Magazine
- Member-Only Discounts
- Member-Only Year-Round Activities
- Legislative Alerts and Representation
- Touring and Trail Information

Send me info on clubs in the city of ______________________________
* MNUSA membership is not tax deductible.
www.mnsnowmobiler.org
763-577-0185
HERE’s MY $20. I WANT TO HELP KEEP MINNESOTA SNOWMOBILING STRONG!
(Includes a $15 subscription to Minnesota Snowmobiling magazine)
Mail to:
7040 Lakeland Ave. North - Suite 212
Brooklyn Park - MN 55428

PROTECT
YOUR TRAILS

To join MnUSA today,
log onto
mnsnowmobiler.org
or complete the
form below.

Name:___________________________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________
City:______________________________________County:________________________________
State:______________________________________Zip:___________________________________
Home Phone:______________________________________________________________________
Club (if a member)________________________________________________________________
# of Sleds________________ # in Family______________ # yrs riding_________________
_____Individual/Family Membership - $20 yr
_____Business member - $50 yr
_____Business sponsor - $100 yr
_____Extra Miler - $20 yr / + $30 donation = $50 yr
_____Renewal ID #_______________________________________

No other snowmobile racing venue has had a bigger impact on the sport than Spirit Mountain. Over the past 19 years, Duluth National
has changed perceptions, created heroes, and altered the course of snowmobile design. Here are three such moments that have
defined Duluth National and the sport of snowmobiling.

It was nothing short of pure domination when Arctic Cat
unleashed the all-new 1993 Arctic ZR 440 during the inaugural
Duluth National race in 1992. The legendary Kirk Hibbert drove
the new Cat to victory in Pro-Lite and set the tone for Arctic Cat
racing success for the next several seasons.

He stood alone in 1997, literally, as Blair Morgan raced to a pair of pro victories with a stand-up riding style that was
soon not only imitated but required to be competitive in snocross.
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Toni Haikonen’s unthinkable aerial assault in 1994 altered
our views on what a snowmobile could and could not do on
a snocross track. ¤

800.256.7871
www.bristowsinc.com
www.shopbristows.com

ALSO VISIT OUR
MALL STORES

BRISTOW’S 2
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St. Cloud
Mankato

320.253.7878 • 800.256.7871
www.bristowsinc.com
www.shopbristows.com

See Our
Clothing Booth
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