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in Minocqua

As the Rolling Hills members made their way to
Minocqua for their annual Valentine’s week club
trip, Ma Nature was busy turning up the heat.
Would the trails of Oneida and Vilas counties
allow for some long anticipated exploration of
this popular snowmobilers’ Mecca?

No matter how new your favorite sled is,
or how experienced a rider you are, being
prepared for the unexpected is a must.
Here are a few things you can easily
keep in your “trunk” that will have your
friends calling you MacGyver next time the
unexpected happens.
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Upcoming AWSC Events
January 6-8, 2012
AWSC Directors Ride & Meeting
Rodeway Inn & Suites, Tomahawk
Room Reservations – 715-453-8900

March 30-April 1, 2012
AWSC Convention & Directors Meeting
Holiday Inn – Manitowoc
Room Reservations – 920-682-6000

FOR MORE INFORMATION
VISIT WWW.AWSC.ORG OR CALL THE AWSC AT 800-232-4108
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Editor’s Notebook
Planning for a Heavenly Season
Last Wednesday, as I was sitting in my office watching the heavy
dark clouds rolling in, it became obvious that the steady rain
we were experiencing would soon be making a change. And
change it did! Suddenly the sky was filled with huge wet flakes
that splashed as they hit the still somewhat green grass. It didn’t
take long before I could no longer see the grass at all and every
limb of the leafless trees carried a thick blanket of snow. Winds
howled for much of the day, regularly bringing down the big
sloppy snow from the branches onto the roof with loud thumps.
When the storm finally moved on, the world around me was
covered with four inches of beautiful snow.
Being early November, I knew it wouldn’t last long but it
was a pleasant reminder that in the weeks ahead, we would
be making a full transition to winter… and like most of you, I’m
ready. It’s an exciting time of year for those of us who know
how to enjoy the blustery winter conditions. Even though it’s
a busy time for everyone as clubs prepare trails and families
prepare for the holidays, much of what we do is with the joy of
snowmobiling on our minds. The trails that club members put
in is done so that all snowmobilers can enjoy a great ride, and
the gifts we buy are often things to make our loved ones’ ride
warmer and more enjoyable.
We are also making plans for visiting our favorite
destinations, whether close to home or elsewhere across
the Snowbelt, and frequently scheduling them to coincide
with some of our favorite events. There is a multitude of
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snowmobile events available
to us throughout the state
that makes reaching our
destination even more fun
so when you’re ready to
ride, make sure to check the
Calendar of Events found
in each issue and on the
AWSC Web site. Your fellow club members will appreciate your
support, and you’ll of course have a great time while doing so.
Don’t forget to pull the Commercial Sponsors booklet from the
center of this issue as well so you can take it with you on your
adventures. Make sure to frequent the businesses found in the
pullout that support their local clubs and the AWSC through their
sponsorship. When you plan to visit an area, we encourage you
to select accommodations and eating establishments that are
commercial sponsors and have placed ads in your magazine –
they obviously understand how important snowmobiling, and the
clubs that make it possible, are to their wellbeing. While there,
remember to thank them for their support.
By supporting each other’s fundraising efforts, showing our
appreciation to those businesses that understand and support
us, and by educating those who don’t realize all that clubs do,
we are building a stronger snowmobile program for the state.
Getting to build a strong program while on the seat of a sled is
simply heaven.

President’s Communiqué
What the Heck is the SRC?
Often we hear mention of the “Governor’s Council” and I am sure
there are some who don’t fully understand just what this is. The
official name is the Snowmobile Recreation Council, although
it is most often referred to as the Governor’s Council in relation
to the snowmobile community. It is also referred to as the SRC,
Snowmobile Council, and Snowmobile Rec Council, to name a few.
The SRC makes recommendations on snowmobile related matters.
It is important that we know who the members of the SRC are so
we can communicate with them as active members of an organized
snowmobile community. The AWSC has been proud to represent the
views of all snowmobilers through our organization and is fortunate
to have some representation on the Governor’s Council. Members
you may be familiar with through their activities in the AWSC include
Karen Carlson, Tom Chwala, Larry Erickson, Jerry Green, Sam
Landes, Bob Lang, Andy Malecki, and Donna White. The newest
member to be appointed is Dave Newman, our own vice president.
This description of the SRC comes from the Wisconsin DNR’s
website: http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/cfa/lr/snowmobile/reccouncil.html
Snowmobile Recreation Council: Created under s. 15.347(7),
Stats., the Snowmobile Recreation Council (SRC) is a 15 member
council appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of
the senate for staggered 3 year terms. At least five members of SRC
shall be from the territory north, and at least five members shall be
from the territory south of a line running east and west through the
City of Stevens Point.
The duties of the SRC are to conduct studies and make
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recommendations to the
governor, legislature and the
departments of natural resources
and transportation regarding all
matters affecting snowmobiling.
The SRC assists the department
of natural resources in developing
policy regarding all phases of the
snowmobile program. This involves dealing with snowmobile regulations and helping with the department review and recommendation of
projects for grant assistance. It also maintains 4 standing committees
covering finance, law enforcement, infrastructure and tourism.
This information is also available on the Wisconsin.gov web
site and in the ‘Wisconsin Blue Book – Guide to Wisconsin
Government.’ They are available upon request.
Directly involved with the SRC is the DNR liaison, responsible for
record keeping, meeting notification, etc. The current DNR liaison
to the SRC is Diane Conklin. Gary Eddy, also from the DNR, also
regularly attends the Council meetings.
One of the Governor’s Council’s most important yearly tasks
is to review and prioritize trail and bridge projects that have been
submitted by counties through their regional Community Service
Specialists (CSS) for the snowmobile trails.
Understanding how the Governor’s Council operates and how it
integrates with the rest of our snowmobile program helps provide a
better understanding of the snowmobile program in Wisconsin.

VP Notes
Operating a Successful Club
I am writing this in the middle of November, right after a large
portion of the state saw an early season snowstorm. Hopefully
it was a sign of things to come. The AWSC Fall Workshop was
held last weekend and I hope that everyone attending had an
enjoyable time at what was a very successful workshop.
I hosted one of the workshops, called “How to operate a
successful snowmobile club.” For those of you who were not able
to attend, I’m going to highlight a few of the topics I covered.
Make sure your club files the “Wisconsin Nonstock Corporation
Annual Report.” It has to be filled out with your current officers and
board of directors and returned to the Department of Financial
Institutions along with $10. If your registered agent has changed,
make sure you include the correct name and address so you
receive next year’s report.
Your club needs to have an EIN number; if you have a bank
account (all clubs should have a checking account) you should
already have one.
If your club is paying any individual $600 or more in rents,
service, or prizes you should be filing a Form 1099 MISC with the
IRS by January 31.
For clubs holding any kind of raffle of their own, you need to
apply for a “Raffle License” from the state. Make sure you follow
the rules included and have the correct license for the type of
raffle you are holding. The cost is $25 and you then need to file an
annual report and renewal application.
For those clubs that have a 501(c) IRS status, you must file
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a 990 or an e-postcard every
year within 5 months and 15
days after the end of your year.
If you do not file for three years,
you will lose your status. New
for 2011, organizations that
have less than $50,000 in gross
receipts can file the e-postcard
instead of a paper form. If your club has 501(c)3 IRS status
and holds a Wisconsin Certification of Exemption, it is exempt
from paying sales tax. If not, sale taxes have to be paid on all
purchases, except on groomers and grooming equipment; the
exemption does not include parts and lubricants.
I included some guidelines for club officers. A president should
run orderly meetings, following at least the basics of parliamentary
procedure. Secretaries should keep accurate minutes. They
should include topics discussed, highlights of reports given, and
all adopted or defeated motions. Treasurers should maintain a
set of accurate financial records. They should show all receipts
and disbursements and the balance on hand. It is a good practice
to keep receipts for all expenses paid. It is a good idea for
clubs to audit their books once a year. If you are a membership
chair, rosters should be sent in to the AWSC office as soon as
memberships are received, at least once a month.
Here’s wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a good start to
a great snowmobile season.

Experience Classic Northwest Wisconsin

Winter Trail System

Your Escape. Your Adventure.
S Ashland County

www.travelashlandcounty.com

S Barron County

www.barroncountywi.gov

S Burnett County

www.burnettcounty.com

S Douglas County

T

here are many reasons to visit Northwest
Wisconsin in the winter! As the first snowflakes
flutter to the ground, thoughts turn to winter FUN. Feel
an exhilarating rush as you snowmobile along through
scenic forests and rolling hills, on thousands of miles of
well-groomed trails. Ski or Snowshoe through serene
forests. Ice fish our many frozen lakes and rivers. The
possibilities are endless when you escape for your
adventure in Northwest Wisconsin’s winter playground.

www.visitdouglascounty.com

S Iron County

www.ironcountywi.com

S Polk County

www.polkcountytourism.com

S Price County

www.pricecountywi.net

S Rusk County

www.ruskcountywi.com

S Washburn County

www.washburncounty.org

For your FREE trails sampler
including SNOWMOBILE CORRIDOR ROUTES go to

www.northwestwisconsin.com
1-866-535-7875

Office Notes
Notes and Reminders
Where has the year gone to?
Thanksgiving is over and the Christmas
holidays will soon be upon us – and
hopefully some snow!
I have just a few reminders for you
from the office. Watch the postage when
mailing in the rosters; they have been
arriving with postage due. Remember
to keep track of your donations on your
charity forms that were just recently
Lori Pohl
mailed out to all club membership
Office Manager chairs; everything from volunteered time
to gift baskets count as charitable contributions.
Scholarship applications for 2012 graduating seniors can
be found on the web site under the sidebar “Scholarship.”
Please make note of the deadline date! Club Only raffle
tickets are going fast this year – more than 1200 have already
arrived in the office.
There is one question that comes up quite often in the
office pertaining to the insurance policy for all current AWSC

members with the Accidental Death & Dismemberment policy
(American Income Life). Does the accident have to be on a
snowmobile? NO – it can be any kind of accident resulting in
death or dismemberment.

Scholarship applications for 2012
graduating seniors can be found on the
web site under the sidebar “Scholarship.”
Please make note of the deadline date!
The information for the 2012 AWSC Convention being held
in Manitowoc on March 30-April 1 will be available on the Web
site in January. Plan now to join us for a fun filled weekend!
Happy Holidays to all and a Happy Healthy New Year from
your AWSC office staff, Lori Pohl and Sue Hamilton!
Think snow!

Phone: 608-846-5530 or 800-232-4108 • Website: www.awsc.org
Email: awsc@awsc.org • Rosters: rosters@awsc.org
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
from Everyone at Nielsens

Sale Pricing

$5 OFF
a GallOn OF
any Oil
Limit 4 Gallons
Per Customer

on all Current &
Non-current models

BEST Selection
BEST Pricing
BEST Service

Offer Expires 12/23/11
Bring Ornament in
to receive discount

GOt
COUPOnS?

sigN uP for our
e-Newsletter for
sPeCial CouPoNs &
additioNal
saviNgs.

Financing Available
Rates as low as 5.24% to
qualified buyers

Our Bounty
Hunters are on
your trail!

SnOWMObile
HelMetS StartinG
at $99.99
CheCk the NielseN
PriCe before you
buy oNliNe.

Nobody Beats the
Nielsen Deal

Offer Expires 12/23/11
In Stock Items Only

www.nielsens.com
(847) 356-3000

Open 7 Days a Week!
M 8-4:30
T-TH 8-8
Fri 8-6
Sat 8-5
Sun 10-2

Exit Rt. 132
7 Miles West of Great America
Store: 130 S. Milwaukee Ave.
Lake Villa, IL 60046
45 Minutes From
Chicago & Milwaukee!

Committed to the snowmobile business for 43 years!

Queen’s Corner
Introducing AWSC’s
2011-12 Miss Snowflake

Contact me at
misssnowflake1011@gmail.com
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By Emily Bauer
There are no words that can describe how grateful and excited I am
to be the 2011-2012 Miss Snowflake. I have wanted to be the AWSC
Miss Snowflake for a very long time, from attending many workshops
and conventions to becoming a youth advisor; I knew it was time to
run once more in the Miss Snowflake pageant.
I am from Vernon County and I belong to the Viroqua Ridge
Runners Snowmobile Club. I would like to send a sincere thank you
for the support given to me by my father, Keith, who is the Vernon
County director, along with my mother, Lory, and my brother,
Travis, all of whom kept encouraging me to run for Miss Snowflake.
Without their support, I wouldn’t be where I am today. Snowmobiling
runs deep in my family. There have been three generations that
have snowmobiled their whole life so snowmobiling is our passion.
I am in my last semester at Madison College where I am studying
Business Management and Human Resource Management. Some
of my general hobbies are hiking, fishing, traveling, football and, of
course, snowmobiling.
I am very excited for this wonderful opportunity to be representing
the AWSC and the youth program and I can’t wait until I can attend
events and meet all the wonderful members that make snowmobiling
possible. With 12 months to make everything I want possible, it’s
going to take a lot of hard work and perseverance on my part. I
encourage everyone to have youth county representatives. There
can be two youth between the ages of 14 and 20 from each county
and it’s a great way for young adult snowmobilers to meet other
snowmobilers from around the state, to gain understanding of the
way snowmobile programs are organized, and is a great leadership
tool that can be used in life. If you have any youth in your county that
is interested, have them contact Mary Holden or me.
Winter is quickly approaching and clubs are beginning the process
of preparing trails for the upcoming season with brushing and setting
signs. Remember to be careful and have fun. An important reminder
with the snowmobile season being in full swing within the next couple
of months: be sure to have protective clothing such as appropriate
jackets, pants, gloves, boots and a snowmobile helmet, and take a
snowmobile safety course. Anyone who is born after January 1, 1985
must have the safety certificate.
I would like to say a special thanks to all the landowners
and volunteers who donate their time to help make
our snowmobile program possible. Without them,
we wouldn’t have the wonderful trail system here in
Wisconsin that we do.
I am looking forward to my year as Miss Snowflake
and attending club events. To contact me
with any invitations or questions, email
misssnowflake1112@hotmail.com.
My events will also be posted on the
AWSC Web site at www.awsc.org.
Ride safe and have fun!

365 CHANCES TO WIN!
2012 ACSA Calendars Now Available

<<

Scholarship Silent Auction

Again Sets Record
By Scott Makowski, Fundraising Chair &
Donna White, Scholarship Chair

The 2012 fundraising calendars from the American Council of Snowmobile
Associations (ACSA) are now available, just in time for holiday gift giving.
Each $20 calendar purchased provides 365 chances to win over $17,000
in prizes throughout the year, including six chances to win a new sled! In
addition to raising funds for ACSA, $5 from each calendar purchased directly
through the AWSC is kept by the state association. Winners will be posted
monthly at www.snowmobilers.org.
To order your calendar please contact Donna White at 920-348-3719,
snodir@yahoo.com or mail your check to P.O. Box 19, Cambria, WI. 53923.

Once again, the AWSC silent auction held at the
annual Workshop was a great success, setting
a new high for monies raised. This is because
of everyone who donates and bids on the
various items available for auction. One hundred
percent of the money raised at this event goes
to benefit deserving youth who are involved in
snowmobiling through the AWSC that wish to
further their education.
The AWSC scholarship and fundraising
committees would like to extend a big “THANK
YOU” to everyone who gave so generously to
support this very important project. All the items
donated, big or small, are greatly appreciated
and have contributed to the total number and
value of scholarships we can award.
Graduating seniors can apply for a
scholarship by downloading an application
from the AWSC Web site (www.awsc.org). We
encourage all interested seniors to apply.
Thanks again for making this program a
great success!

$4,500 in Scholarships Available to 2012 Graduating Seniors
Are you planning to further your education? A $1,500 scholarship could be yours!
Thanks to the generosity of its corporate sponsors and club members,
AWSC is pleased to announce that they are able to award $4,500 in
scholarships to four high school seniors graduating in 2012 and planning
to further their education in an accredited two or four-year institution.
The AWSC will present one $1,500 scholarship made possible through the
efforts of the fundraising committee and the memberships’ contributions.
Working in conjunction with American Income Life Insurance Company,
a second scholarship for $1,000 will be made available. New this year will
be two scholarships for $1,000 provided courtesy of Liberty Mutual.
Applicants must be an individual member or son, daughter or

legal ward of a family with a current membership in an AWSC club
having two consecutive years of prior membership. He or she is further
required to have passed the snowmobile safety course. Applications may
be downloaded from the AWSC Web site at www.awsc.org or you may
call the AWSC office at 800-232-4108 to request an application be sent
to you.
The completed application, along with two copies each of the Student
Activity Profile, a six-semester transcript, student’s photograph, and a
500-word typewritten essay on “What Snowmobiling Means to Me”
must be postmarked no later than February 1, 2012.
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HERE

THERE

A Winning Ride
Mike Reed, left, winner of
the top prize in the AWSC’s
2011 Club Assistance raffle
is ready to ride in style this
season after picking up his
brand new 2012 Ski-Doo
MX-Z 600. Mike recently met
up with AWSC Fundraising
chair Scott Makowski to
pick up his sled. The grand
prize sled was provided in
part by Rob’s Performance
Motorsports of Johnson
Creek and Simonar Sports
of Luxemburg. The 2012
Club Assistance raffle, with
a grand prize of a 2013 SkiDoo MX-Z, is now underway
with the winner to be drawn
on March 31 at the AWSC
Convention in Manitowoc.

“By George” Gore Wins
AWSC Photo Contest

Simple Recycling Effort
Funds Youth Activities
By Austin Reed

Recently Burnett County’s Lake Country Riders youth group got a can
collection trailer. This trailer was made with 90% donated material. The
trailer is set up at a commercial sponsor’s restaurant. Every time the
trailer is full, I throw a tarp over the top and drive it to a recycling plant.
The money earned will go into a separate youth fund for stuff like a youth
snowmobile ride. I think youth reps should consider having a trailer like this
– they are a great idea!

All Hands on Deck
in Burnett County

By Spike Borman

Congratulations to George Gore, winner of the AWSC Photo Contest for his shot
of the tunnel on the Omaha Trail in Juneau County! He will receive a $20 gift
certificate for his choice of AWSC clothing. For those who have been involved in
organized snowmobiling for a while, “By George” Gore is very a familiar name.
Before moving to Elroy, George served as president of the Illinois Association of
Snowmobile Clubs and his tales of riding often appeared in their state magazine.
Once here in Wisconsin, he continued to share his tales and anecdotes with WSN
and his local paper.
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After the July 1 tornado struck northwest Wisconsin, Burnett County had 82,000
acres blow-down. The Wonderland Sno Trails club, as well as the Cozy Corner
club and other groups, headed out to clean up trails. We have had as many as 22
people show up on Saturdays and Sundays, and some during the week, including
87-year old Meg (Paul Bunyan) Rasmussen, left, and our invaluable landowner
Paul Kelly. Our trails will be in good shape by the time the snow flies.

43rd Annual

AWSC Fall Workshop
The weekend of November 4-6, the AWSC embarked on a
new era for their fall Workshop. Some hinted that maybe Brian
Swan, director of Portage County and Workshop coordinator,
must have had psychic powers when he convinced the
directors three years ago to move down the road to the new
Holiday Inn in Stevens Point. Psychic, maybe not, but what a
wonderful facility it turned out to be, and it hopefully will serve
us for many years to come.
As the hospitality rooms opened on Friday evening,
everyone gathered to share stories of the past and discuss the
expectations for the upcoming season. The main event for the
evening was the dance and costume contest. Music provided
by Prototype kicked off the evening with a wide variety of
tunes. The Miss Snowflake contestants introduced themselves
to the snowmobilers and, as part of their evaluation to become
the next queen, had the task of asking questions of attendees
and talking to everyone. Throughout the evening, sledders in
creative costumes, from clowns and grim reapers to the little
angry birds, could be found wandering amidst the crowd as
they waited for the costume judging. The winners of the best
group went to the Wizard of Oz from Yellow Thunder Riders.
The best individual costume went to the Personal Trainer and
the Angry Birds were the winners in the youth division.

After years of holding the annual Fall Workshops in
the same location in Stevens Point, this year’s event
was moved to the new Holiday Inn on the east side
of town. Although there was some trepidation about
making the move, attendees soon discovered that
their concerns were for naught.

Club members took advantage of the break in scheduled events to check out the
latest in grooming equipment.

Updates and Education

Saturday morning kicked off with the General Session, a time
for updating club members on the recent activities of the
association and the status of projects in the works.
Following the introduction of the executive board, the
agenda quickly moved to the guest speaker, Senator Sean
Duffy of District 7. Duffy spoke of his connections to the

With his connections to the snowmobile community, Senator Sean Duffy understands
the importance of snowmobiling to Wisconsin’s economic wellbeing.

The Yellow Thunder Riders took first place for groups in Friday night’s costume
contest for their portrayal of Wizard of Oz characters.
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snowmobiling community and his understanding of how the
northwoods economy relies on the snowmobilers for their
livelihood during the winter months. He also pointed out that
snowmobiling is a part of our great Wisconsin heritage and
believes it is possible to balance the protection of our natural
resources while enjoying them.
AWSC legislative chair Morris Nelson and Bob Jentz,
lobbyist for the AWSC, announced that we are proceeding
with the CAP/STEP initiative once again, and it will be
introduced to legislators in the coming weeks. They believe
the emphasis should be placed on the need for more

Award Winning Snowmobilers
Snowmobiler of the Year:
Gary Koel

volunteers to maintain and develop the trails, not just the
need for more money. Visit the AWSC Web site at www.awsc.
org for updates and information. Plans are in the works for a
Legislative Day in Madison sometime in January or February;
more information will be available in the near future.
Following the general session, many ventured outside to
take a look at the groomer show in the back parking lot. In
spite of the chilly breezes, there was plenty of excitement in
the air as they checked out the new interior gadgets and the
tracks and wheels underneath. Meanwhile, other attendees
opted to stay warm as they perused the indoor groomer
exhibits, discussed insurance options with the agency
representatives and shopped for AWSC clothing.
After a lunch break, the workshop sessions got underway.
The youngest members gathered for their very own
workshop presented by Nancy Olson, LaCrosse County
director, featuring a craft project highlighting the history
of snowmobiling. DNR Law Enforcement Officer Gary
Eddy presented the Wisconsin DNR Safety Instructor ReCertification workshop, while Sam Landes, AWSC Executive
Director, presented a very informative session on “You and
the AWSC.” Sam focused on how to use the AWSC Web
site as an information resource, among other helpful topics.
AWSC Vice President Dave Newman gave informative tips on
how to run a successful club, while John Gard, from Explore
Wisconsin, offered information on the importance of a club
Web site. Iron County Director Larry Erickson, Langlade
County Director Dave Peterson and Sawyer County Rep Don
Mrotek offered tips on signing and maintaining quality trails,
while a representative from Schwartz & Shea gave clubs
information on insurance needs and answered questions from
club members. Last, but definitely not least, Youth Advisors

Youth Advisor Marc Sass addresses the 80 youth that participated in the Saturday
afternoon session.

This die-hard snowmobiler will
average 5,000 miles each season,
frequently putting in a 180-mile day
with his riding buddies – not too
bad for a gentleman on the cusp
of turning 80! Gary’s passion for
the sport has never waivered in
his three decades of riding. Not
only that, he’s eager to share his
enthusiasm with anyone looking
to join him for the weekly Tuesday
ride with a different course mapped
out for each excursion. Gary has
been active not only in his club,
the Birchwood Bobcats, where he

Snowmobiler of the Year Gary Koel, left,
has shown un-waivered enthusiasm for
the sport for three decades.

organizes events, works on the
trails and serves as a groomer
operator, but has also served as
the club delegate to the Sawyer
County Snowmobile & ATV Alliance.

Groomer of the Year:
George Brunette
Who do you turn to when new
groomer drivers need to be
trained? That would be George,
of course. He has dedicated
himself to the art of grooming
since 1970 and his reputation
as one of the finest groomer
operators and hardest workers has followed him from the
Kettle Moraine club to Three
Lakes, where he and his wife
Bev quickly became active in
the Northern Lights club. Today
George meticulously grooms
the Kimball Creek Trail, which
takes roughly 16 hours, as well
as taking care of the brushing

George Brunette, right, proudly accepts
the Groomer of the Year award from
Trails Committee chair Larry Erickson.

and clearing. He understands
the importance of generating
interest in the sport by working
with youth, and even gave a
former Miss Snowflake her first
groomer ride.

Young Snowmobiler of the Year:
Lauren Pietkiewicz
To say this young woman
loves snowmobiling is an
understatement. Lauren is
committed to ensuring the future
of snowmobiling remains bright,
and is seeing that other youth
understand why it’s important
they do the same. She has been
the Kenosha County Youth Rep
for three years, assisted with
the county safety course for
six years, founded the Kenosha
County Youth Riders and serves
as its president, and remains
very active in the Prairie Riders
club. You will find Lauren at all
AWSC conventions, Workshops,
and directors meetings. In 2010,
Lauren traveled to Galesburg,

Honored as this year’s Young
Snowmobiler of the Year was Lauren
Pietkiewicz, shown with membership cochairs Jim Marks and Jim Chambers.

Illinois, for the IASC convention to
introduce them to the Wisconsin
Youth Program, and recently has
been sharing her insight and
experience with the newly formed
youth club in northeastern Illinois.
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Award Winning Snowmobilers
Snowmobile Family of the Year:
The LeMeres

The LeMere family, this year’s Family of the Year, helped bring organized snowmobiling to
the Howard/Suamico area.

In 1972, James LeMere and his friends decided it was time to get out of the
ditches and farmers’ fields and onto a real trail system, but first they would
need to develop the trails. Thus the Sno-Birds of Howard and Suamico was
formed. In the early days, James, his wife Lois, and their two sons, Tom and
Ken, would take their tractor out with wooden posts and cardboard signs
to mark the area trails. James went on to become the club’s trail boss, vice
president, and sat on the board of directors for 18 years, while Lois served
as club secretary for six years and treasurer for over 11 years. Tom and Ken
are now equally involved in organized snowmobiling and are instilling the
same enthusiasm and dedication in their own sons, Zack, Alex and Jacob.
Dealer of the Year:
Donahue Super Sports

Marc Sass, Chad Landes and Alexis Butler presented a
workshop to a packed room on starting a youth club.
While the workshops were wrapping up, the scholarship
and fundraising committees were busy organizing the silent
auction. All $4,491 raised from the auction was donated
to the Scholarship Fund to help ensure more deserving
young snowmobilers get the help they need to further
their education. A huge thank you goes to all the generous
donors and bidders.

Honoring the Outstanding

Saturday evening is a time to gather with fellow
enthusiasts over a fine meal while recognizing some
of the outstanding club members who have taken their
volunteerism to the next level. It is also when the new
Miss Snowflake is crowned.
The evening began with the staff of the Holiday Inn
serving a delicious roast pork dinner with all the trimmings.

Three generations from the Donahue family were on hand to accept the Dealer of
the Year award.

In 1966, Bob and Alice Donahue founded Donahue Super Sports
in Wisconsin Rapids and, with the help of their sons, Terry,
Bobby and Troy, established a local dealership known for its
dedication to promoting snowmobiling and club membership. In
1986, when Bob and Alice were still at the helm, Donahue’s was
recognized as AWSC’s Dealer of the Year for their high standard
of service and commitment to snowmobiling. Now, 25 years later,
you will find the Donahue brothers following in the footsteps of
their parents as active supporters – and active members – of
the local clubs, the AWSC, and charitable causes, making this
year’s award an especially proud achievement for the brothers.
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Scholarship chair Donna White presented 2010-11 Miss Snowflake Brittany
Thompson with a $1,000 scholarship as thanks for all her hard work representing
the AWSC this past year.

Nine young ladies competed
for the title of 2011-12 AWSC
Miss Snowflake. Pictured left to
right: Marissa Clark, Hillsboro
Trailblazers; Felicia Kons, Hill &
Gully Snowriders of Hubertus; Miss
Sparkle Macy Wasson, Westfield
Whitetrackers; 2nd runner up
Lauren Pietkiewicz, Prairie Riders
of Kenosha County; AWSC’s 201112 Miss Snowflake Emily Bauer,
Viroqua Ridge Runners; 1st runner
up Alzada Roffers, Isaar Trailriders;
Anna Wilke, Cross Country
Cruisers, Minocqua/Woodruff/Arbor
Vitae; McKenna Eiberg, Bakerville
Sno-Rovers; and Cassidy Donahue,
Kellner Knights of Wood County.

THERE’S ONLY ONE SKI-DOO

Discover the 2012 Ski-Doo Sleds at these participating dealers:

With appetites appeased and table settings cleared, it
was time for the award ceremonies to begin. This year’s
winners include: Snowmobiler of the Year Gary Koel, from
the Birchwood Bobcats; Snowmobile Family of the Year
went to the LeMere family from the Sno-Birds of Howard
and Suamico; Lauren Pietkiewicz, president and founder
of the Kenosha County Youth Riders, was awarded Young
Snowmobiler of the Year; Groomer of the Year went to
George Brunette of the Northern Lights Snowmobile Club
in Three Lakes; and Donahue Super Sports was named the
2011 Dealer of the Year.
It was then time to turn the focus to the outstanding
young women of the association. With the crowning of a
new Miss Snowflake about to take place and her reign
drawing to a close, 2010-11 Miss Snowflake Brittany
Thompson gave her farewell address and thanked
everyone for the kindness and generosity shown to her
in the past year. Scholarship chair Donna White then
presented her with a $1,000 scholarship to assist in her
ongoing educational pursuits.
In the time honored tradition of the Miss Snowflake
pageant, first recognized among the contestants is the
announcement of the new Miss Sparkle, selected by her
peers for being the most helpful and friendly. Taking this
honor was Macy Wasson of the Westfield Whitetrackers.
Next announced was the Queen’s court, with Lauren
Pietkiewicz from Prairie Riders of Kenosha named
second runner up and Alzada (Zadie) Roffers of the Isaar
Trailriders taking first runner up. Crowned Miss Snowflake
2011-12 was Emily Bauer from the Viroqua Ridgerunners.
Congratulations to this year’s royalty!
For most Workshop attendees, Saturday evening’s
dance would bring the fun and educational weekend to a
pleasant close. However, for the officers, directors and reps
elected to represent the state’s club members, Sunday
morning would find them getting down to business at their
quarterly directors meeting. For details on the meeting,
please contact your county director or rep.

DLB Motorsports
Colby
715-223-2589
www.dlb-motorsports.com

Rob’s Performance Motorsports
Johnson Creek
920-699-3288
www.robsperformance.com

Donahue Super Sports
Wisconsin Rapids
715-424-1762
www.donahuesupersports.com

Simonar Sports Inc.
Luxemburg
920-845-2725
www.simonarsports.com

Ecklund Motorsports
Oshkosh
920-233-3313
www.ecklundmotorsports.com

Sport Motors Ski-doo
Between Eau Claire & Chippewa
Falls
1-800-310-0451
www.sportmotors.com

Engelhart Center
Madison
608-274-2366
www.engelhart.com
Hayward Power Sports
Hayward
715-462-3674
www.haywardpowersports.com
Len Ebert & Sons
Clintonville
715-752-4428
www.lenebert.com
The Main Store
Webb Lake
715-259-3311
www.main-store.com
Monroe Powersports
Monroe
608-325-5056
www.mpsskidoo.com

Tomahawk Sports Center
Tomahawk
715-453-5373
www.tomahawksport.com
Trackside Sales, Service &
Rentals
Eagle River
715-479-2200
www.tracksideinc.com
Vetesnik Power Sports
Richland Center
800-752-2556
www.vetesnik.com
Vetesnik Mad City Power
Sports
Deforest
608-249-0240
www.madcitypowersports.com

© 2011 BRP. All rights reserved. ®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. or its affiliates. Products
are distributed in the United States (U.S.) by BRP US Inc. £ Based on retail sales results as of May 31, 2011. Promotions are subject to
termination or change at any time without notice. See your participating Ski-Doo dealer for all details. BRP reserves the right, at any time,
to discontinue or change specifications, prices, designs, features, models or equipment without incurring any obligation. Always consult your
snowmobile dealer when selecting a snowmobile for your particular needs and carefully read and pay special attention to your Operator’s
Guide, Safety Video, Safety Handbook and to the safety labelling on your snowmobile. Always ride responsibly and safely. Always wear
appropriate clothing, including a helmet.
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Penny Pinching
More Memories on Less Benjamins with
					
These Priced Right Sleds

Yamaha Phazer GT

Arctic Cat F5 LXR

The 2012 Phazer GT delivers mid-power performance, and does so
with a design that clearly sets it apart from the pack, think modern
day Buck Rogers. The breakout minimalistic styling of the Phazer
was the talk of the town when first introduced in 2007. While the
2012 version looks virtually identical, save new color hues and bold
new graphics, the stripped down style continues to turn heads and
is a favorite amongst younger riders.
Styling aside, the minimal approach also allows the Phazer to
stay lean, especially considering its four-stroke power secured
under the hood. The platform is narrow, making it less intimidating
for new to the sport or less seasoned riders. The narrow seat, wide
running boards, and ease of steering combine for a pleasing first
ride experience.
Power comes in the form of a twin-cylinder four-stroke
producing near 80-plus ponies. While not arm stretching, the
lightweight twin is efficient thanks to fuel injection and ample
torque, allowing the Phazer to engage the belt quickly and
smoothly from just a few revolutions past idle. Couple this quick
response power to a suspension package that includes premium
GYTR front suspension shocks featuring 12-clicks of compression
and 20-clicks of rebound adjustments and you get a sled that puts
smiles on faces no matter the jockey.
While priced for entry, the Phazer is anything but in terms of
technology. The chassis for example features stout aluminum
extrusions to cradle the Genesis engine, an under-seat, rear exit
exhaust, and a lightweight dual piston braking system. Confident
such techno trickery resides within; riders will enjoy push button
reverse, standard electric start, and an oversized windshield and
accompanying knee wind deflectors all standard. Plus a huge
selection of Yamaha accessories are on tap to ready the Phazer for
solo touring with luggage and mirrors; or make it the star attraction
at your local pit stop with graphics and billet extras.

Maximum comfort on a budget, that’s perhaps the best way
to describe the 2012 Arctic Cat F5 LXR. While every price
point snowmobile has its shortcomings compared to their high
performance siblings, the suspension and ride quality is not where
the LXR decided to trim. The crew from Thief River Falls designed
the priced right F5 with on-trail comfort as the primary objective of
the small bore kitty. While the Twin Spar chassis had more than its
fair share of critics in performance circles, for all its shortcomings
on the blistering speed performance side of the spectrum, it was
dealt a royal flush when smoothing a beat-up Sunday afternoon
trail at under the limit speeds. The Twin Spar is incredibly stable
and predictable, the light steering effort is joined by a Slide-Action
rear suspension that is calibrated for trail duty and displays broad
shouldered performance, swallowing everything from trail chatter to
moon craters with equal aplomb.
Adding to the comfort of the LXR is the Twin Spar’s adjustability.
Both the handlebars and the seat feature quick and easy
adjustments, allowing you to fit the F5 to your frame, or anyone
else’s for that matter. Smaller riders may find the Twin Spar to be
simply too big, with a wide between the seams seat and added
height to the running boards. But it’s those same oversized
dimensions that give the Twin Spar a level of confidence and
stability unlike other entry-level snowmobiles.
Power comes from the long in tooth, but still capable batteryless
EFI 499cc Suzuki two-stroke. While it may lack the technology and
efficiency possessed by others in this class, its long lifespan in the
Cat stable is testament to is reliability. Power is just past the pivotal
80-pony mark, and its quick revving nature makes for spirited trail
rides and enough oomph to keep things interesting across long
frozen stretches of lake.
Standard goodies abound with the LXR including a rear storage
bag, LED taillight, push-button reverse, and electric start. The full
size nature of the F5 allows it to borrow from the vast collection of
Cat accessories including a two-up seat, storage racks, countless
luggage options, and windshields from too small to over-the-top big.

MSRP $8,599

$

A compact but extensive
full-digital gauge is handlebar
mounted and features
fuel level, hand-warmer
strength, and readings in both
kilometers and miles.
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MSRP $8,799

$

Just a glance down from the
blur of white splitting your
ski-tips you’ll find this oversize
analog/digital combo gauge.
Along with all the basic
statistics, a trio of warning
lights on the left joins a digital
altitude reading on the right.

$

Performance

$ $

Ski-Doo MX-Z Sport 600 ES

Polaris 600 IQ Shift ES

When the ultra light XP chassis first showed face a few years back,
it was hard to imagine there would come a day when its light is
right design would be available in a priced right snowmobile. Fastforward a few years, and that’s exactly what you’ll find with the 2012
MX-Z Sport. Available in three engine choices, we selected the
most powerful and the most proven of the trio, the carbureted Rotax
600. While its engine fuel management might be old technology, the
remainder of the Sport XP is representative of the latest technology
the Canadian company has to offer.
Heralded for its featherweight attributes when first introduced,
the Rev XP chassis is not only incredibly light, but also extremely
adept at slicing up a twisted trail with precision. While the Sport
version may lack the latest suspension tools, the SC-5 skid and
its standard issue Motion Control shocks, which is a fancy name
for standard gas cell shocks, delivers a confident ride, even in
rough trail conditions. More importantly, the MX-Z Sport is a
handling dream, tracking true through rutted corners with little
hesitation or push.
Further evidence of the MX-Z Sport’s performance roots is a
new for 2012 Ripsaw track with 1.25” lugs at the rear. The new
track joins the dual keel, single runner Pilot 5.7 skis at the front
for a balanced traction combo. Up top, excellent ergonomics
that include flat bars with hooked ends, a mid-density foam
REV-XP seat, a 115mm riser block, and roomy running boards
with deep toe-holds, make for a combination many consider the
best in the business.
Power is rated just shy of 110-ponies, and despite the old-school
fuel delivery of twin TM-40 Mikunis, fuel economy and run quality is
still beyond admirable. Void of a long list of luxury accoutrements,
the Sport version does come with standard push button reverse
(RER) and electric start is an ordering option that most buyers opt
for and is reflected in our pricing. Additional optional accessories
including an expandable tunnel bag, a heated seat cover, and the
popular 1+1 two-up seating system with backrest.

Performance is everything; that sums up the no frills approach
the Polaris Shift models represent, especially when you consider
the over-achieving performance delivered by the 2012 600 IQ
Shift. Largely responsible for a new approach to value priced
snowmobiles by leaving off everything but the performance. The IQ
Shift first stirred the pot when introduced in 2008 as a carbureted
model, producing 120-horsepower and priced at just $6,999.
Enthusiasts dubbed the new sled the “stripper” model, for its lack of
frills and accessories, and it was an immediate success, delivering
tremendous bang for the buck. The Shift also provided a blank
canvas for owners to customize the sans-graphic snowmobile to
their liking.
Fast-forward to 2012 and the Shift continues in the “stripper”
tradition, but does so with semi-direct injected Cleanfire power and
a list of must have “thrills” enthusiasts have demanded since the
2008 introduction. The modernized motor is a major step forward in
terms of run quality and efficiency, with instant starts, snappy throttle
response, and a slight boost in power. Also upgraded since 2008
is the inclusion of a mechanical fuel gauge, thumb warmer, and
combination analog/digital gauge.
With plenty of power on-tap, the engine is harnessed in the
IQ chassis, which debuted in 2005 and has since become a rock
solid performer in the Polaris stable. The platform is suspended by
the same named suspension front and rear and is controlled by
RydeFX MPV gas cell shocks with compression screw adjustments
that deliver a whopping 300% range for calibration. Putting the
power to the ground is a .91” lug Shockwave track.
Perhaps what makes the Shift equally appealing as its price to
performance ratio, is the ability to customize the vanilla wrapped
sled with both Polaris and aftermarket goodies. The Polaris
accessory catalog alone has enough “extras” for the Shift to keep
you busy and dreaming for an entire season including full body
graphics, upgraded shocks, touring accessories, and electric start
(reflected in our suggested price).

Bold, easy to read analog
gauges mirror the pullno-punches performance
demeanor of the MX-Z Sport.
An hour/trip meter and digital
fuel gauge accompany the
array of indicator lights that
include low fuel, reverse, and
engine temp.

Subtle upgrades have
joined the higher price tag
of the 600 IQ Shift since first
introduced. Most noticeable
is the addition of a full
function digital/analog IQ
gauge package with dual
color modes and both mile
and kilometer selectable
readings.

MSRP $8,349

MSRP $8,399
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A Heartwarming
Welcome to Minocqua
by Diane Voight

Rolling Hills Snowmobile Club has chosen the week of Valentines Day for their club trip for the past several years and this past
winter our destination would be the Waters of Minocqua. I arrived late in the afternoon on Monday, Valentines Day, while some
had arrived earlier in the day to check out the trails. The temperature was getting quite warm during the day and it was taking
a toll on the snow conditions. If the trend continued, it would be putting our ability to enjoy some good riding in jeopardy. Over
dinner that evening, it was decided that we would take a chance and see for ourselves if we could find snow covered trails, and
I am so glad we did!
We left the hotel early on Tuesday morning to ensure we
could get out of town while the lake and road edges were still
frozen. It only took a few miles before John, our leader for the
day, had found plenty of snow covered, immaculately groomed
trails for us to enjoy. The deeper we went into the towering
pines north of Minocqua the better the trails were becoming.
Our lunch stop would be in Sayner, just to the north of St.
Germain. Since we arrived in Sayner well before noon, we
decided to take an extra loop up around the Plum Lake area.
The Sayner Barnstormers trails were in perfect condition – wide,
snow-covered, and such beautiful countryside to enjoy as we
meandered through the forests. Who knew you could find Taco
Tuesday in the Northwoods? Evidently John did – at the Sayner
Pub!
After lunch, we started to make our way back toward
Minocqua via a loop around Big St. Germain Lake. By the time
we arrived in St. Germain, the trail conditions were getting quite
thin but, with a quick jaunt down the highline, we were back
into the forest where the trails were slushy but still had good
snow cover. John did a great job picking the shortest, woodsiest
way back to the lake in Minocqua. After washing the salt off the
underside of the sled using the standing water on the lake, the
Thirsty Whale would be the last pit stop before we made our way
back to the motel.
Our prez, Jim Dienstl, would be the guide for the second day
of riding. Since these were his old stomping grounds as a kid, we
felt certain that he would be able to get us off the corridors and
into the snowy backwoods. After crossing the lake, he started up
corridor #17. The snow cover was very thin but we found enough
snow along the edges to get us out of town and back into the
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Taking a break along the trail to enjoy a few laughs.

John, Mary and Ron cruising over one of the many bridges in Vilas County.

Lloyd (our trail boss) checking out the bridge.

wooded trails. It was a challenge most of the day to dodge the
bare spots on the southern exposures, but we were up to the
challenge. It was getting close to noon when we hit trail #8 on
our way to Boulder Junction for lunch. Trail 8 was the best trail of
the day – smooth, lots of snow, and oh so picturesque.
After some great burgers at J.J.’s Pub & Grub in Boulder

Junction, we hit the woods again for the trek back toward St.
Germain. By this time, the temps were in the 50s and we started
peeling off the layers to let some cool breezes in. All things
considered, the trails remained surprisingly good, but we did stay
mostly in the woods. It was mid-afternoon when we arrived back
on Lake Minocqua to wash the undersides of the sleds again.
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Towering pines and white snow – what more could we ask for?

Sayner has been welcoming snowmobilers for many years!

The Thirsty Whale was once again the last pit stop of the day
before returning to the motel and loading up the sleds. Although
the weather forecast for the next day was not favorable, we had
enjoyed two great days of riding on the Oneida and Vilas county
trail system. We capped the evening off with great conversation
and a wonderful meal at Pole Cat & Lace in downtown Minocqua.
Thursday morning brought drizzle and fog – not a good day
for snowmobiling – but one thing about snowmobilers, we can
always find fun! After a leisurely breakfast, we piled into the
vehicles and went to visit the World Snowmobile Headquarters
in Eagle River to check out the antique snowmobiles. What an
awesome collection! It helps remind us of where it all began,

as well as the incredible ingenuity that has developed over the
years to bring us the technology of today. And maybe it dates
us a little too as we say, “Oh, I remember riding this one!” After
lunch, we stopped by Trackside, the local multi-line dealer,
to peruse the lineup of sleds on display, then it was back to
Minocqua for a challenging game of bowling with the rest of the
club. We finished off the evening at Mama’s Supper Club on
Highway 70 West for some great Italian cuisine.
Mother Nature always offers us a variety of challenges
throughout the winter but, as a club working together, we always
rise to the challenge and have fun! That’s what being a club
member is all about.
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News Briefs
Future RTP Funding
Still in Question
Although the current extension on Recreational Trails Program
(RTP) funding runs through March 2012, the future of the program
continues to hang in limbo as Congress decides how to approach
reauthorizing federal transportation programs. Progress has been
made lining up advocates for RTP, including Senator Barbara Boxer,
D-California, who is chairman of the Senate Environment and Public
Works Committee. Other Senate and House members are also
expressing support for RTP funding. Contact your U.S. Congressman
and ask for his/her support in renewing RTP.

Non-Commercially Guided Access
to Yellowstone Being Considered
By Jack Welch BlueRibbon Coalition, Special Projects Consultant

In a recent Yellowstone Park Service media release “Yellowstone
Completes Winter Use Environmental Impact Statement,” the
Park Service announced the “One-Year Rule” covering the 20112012 season, which I will cover later. However, more importantly
for snowmobilers, the Park Service also announced their plans to
analyze “Opportunities for non-commercially guided access” – yes,
looking at NOT requiring snowmobilers to hire a commercial guide
to access the park! The other areas to be revised are variable preset
use limits, air quality and sound modeling assumptions, proposed
BAT for snowcoaches, adaptive management framework, cost of
avalanche mitigation on Sylvan Pass, and 10:30 entry requirement.
What about snowmobile access to Yellowstone this coming
season 2011- 2012, which starts on December 15? Under the
Transition or One-Year- Rule, up to 318 commercially guided BAT
snowmobiles and up to 78 commercially guided snowcoaches a day
will be allowed this winter into Yellowstone National Park. These are
the same restrictions as the last two seasons.
What about the “non-commercially guided access”? The noncommercially guided issue, along with other issues raised from the
Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS), will be analyzed after
the Record of Decision (ROD) is issued selecting only the transition
year from the preferred alternative. In addition, a new one-year rule
to implement the ROD will be issued. These two steps will happen in
December 2011.
How will the additional review be handled and when could noncommercially guided access to the Park be a reality? This additional
analysis will be conducted using what is known as a Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS). The SEIS will start in late
December 2011 or early January 2012. The Park Service goal is to
complete the SEIS process and have a new long range Winter Use
Plan in place for the 2012-2013 season and beyond. This new longrange plan could include non-commercially guided access!
In closing, yes, the Park Service listened and now we have
another chance to comment during the SEIS process. Please review
the Park Service Media Release and the link to the FEIS at our
dedicated Web site www.saveyellostonepark.com. In addition, be
prepared to join in the new SEIS process. As additional information
on items covered in this summary are announced by the Park
Service they will be posted at our dedicated website.
More News Briefs stories on page 37 >>
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Are You A Great Leader?

By Christine Jourdain, American Council of Snowmobile Associations

Great leaders recognize
that leadership doesn’t just
happen – it takes work. They
recognize that we lead with
and through people. They
lead by reaching people and
connecting with them.
Great leaders are also
great communicators. They
make sure to communicate the
following three critical items:

Communication can also
be non-verbal. It is important
to communicate to others that
you are not asking others to
do things you would not be
willing to do yourself. What
and how you communicate to
others is critical.

Expectations – Expectations
drive action and action
drives results. When people
understand the expectations,
they strive to meet them.
Once they meet those
expectations, they feel a great
deal of personal satisfaction
and pride.

Great leaders interact. They
do not act alone, but instead
use the interaction with others
to identify or address issues.
They use this interaction to
hear the needs of members
or other individuals. Great
leaders recognize not only the
importance of asking questions
– but the importance of hearing
the answers.
Great leaders include
new people. They recognize
people with leadership
qualities. They bring people
into the fold with specific
interests and skills. They
mentor these new people to
become the next leader.
Great leaders are not afraid
to step aside. They realize
new blood and new ideas are
good for their organization.
Great leaders realize they
do not always have to lead
from the top – but can lead
from anywhere within an
organization. Great leaders are
great motivators.
Are you a great leader?
Have you encouraged new
people to get involved? Have
you prepared them by helping
them understand the issue then
let them take the lead?
Great leaders do not seek
recognition, but instead give
the recognition to others.
Great leaders realize it does
not matter who gets the
credit, so long as the job
gets done. Great leaders are
team players.
Power does not make great

Support – Great leaders are
great supporters. Everyone
knows the leader will be
there to support and assist in
achieving the expectations.
Most people do not want to
take on challenges alone,
but when you know that your
leader is right there, people
are willing to charge forward
and take on even the toughest
of challenges.
A+ Power Sports
& Trailer Sales
Elkhorn
262-723-8822
www.AplusRide.com

John Hartwig
Motorsports, Inc.
Watertown
920-699-3180
www.johnhartwigmotorsports.com

Trackside Sales,
Service & Rentals
Eagle River
715-479-2200
www.tracksideinc.com

Baehmann’s 4 Season
Recreation, Inc.
Clyman
920-696-3433
www.baehmanns4season.com

Mittelstaedt Sports
& Marine, Inc.
LaValle
608-985-7118
www.mittelstaedtsports.com

Twin Lakes
Marine, Inc.
Twin Lakes
262-877-2462
www.twinlakesmarine.com

Bill’s Service Center
Stratford
715-687-3128
www.billsservicecenter.com

Monroe Powersports
Monroe
608-325-5056
www.mpspolaris.com

Vetesnik Power Sports
Richland Center
800-752-2556
www.vetesnik.com

Fred’s Fastrac
Fond du Lac
920-921-7071
www.fredsfastrac.com

Sport Rider
Altoona
715-834-0244
www.sportriderinc.com

Hayward Power Sports
Hayward
715-462-3674
www.haywardpowersports.com

Schauer Power LLC
Union Grove
262-878-3344
www.SchauerPower.com

Xtreme
Motorsports LLC
Chippewa Falls
715-723-2237
www.xtrememotorsortsllc.com
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Appreciation – Today, more
than ever before, everyone is
expected to do more with less.
It is very important to frequently
and properly say “thank you”
and let them know they are
appreciated and their efforts are
appreciated. Showing proper
appreciation reinforces their
energy and commitment.
Great leaders are always
communicating. They clearly
deliver their messages. They
follow up to be sure their
messages are understood.
Great leaders also realize
communication is two-way.
They realize listening is just as
important as talking. They listen
to the questions and concerns
of others and address them.

Are you a great leader? Do
you clearly communicate?

leaders. Great leaders must
be honest and ethical. Great
leaders make people want to
achieve goals. People want
to be guided by those they
respect and who have a clear
sense of direction.
Are you a great leader? That
is determined by the people
you are leading. If you display
trust and confidence, others will
respect you and will be inspired
and follow you.
Organized snowmobiling
needs great leaders…on the
trail, at clubs, at the state
associations and at the
national level.
We often get caught up
in the issues and challenges
at the moment and forget
we need to lead, we need to
be positive, and we need to
continue to move forward. We
need to be inspiring to those
around us. Keep that in mind
at the next meeting you attend
or lead. Keep that in mind the
next time you are looking for
new volunteers or thanking
recent volunteers for a job
well done. Keep that in mind
the next time you volunteer to
be a chairman of a committee
or event.
Snowmobiling has been
fortunate through the decades
to have many great leaders.
Many of those great leaders
have mentored others – who
have also become great
leaders. We must continue to
be great leaders and to inspire
great leaders-to-be.
American Council of
Snowmobile Associations is
your Voice for Snowmobiling
on National Issues.
You can find additional
information on ACSA at www.
snowmobilers.org and follow
us on Facebook at http://www.
facebook.com/AmericanCoun
cilOfSnowmobileAssociations
?ref=ts
December 2011
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Junk In Your Trunk:

What to Pack for the Unexpected
By Jim Urquhart

There’s a saying that goes, “It’s not what you know, it’s who
you know” and having the right stuff in the trunk of your
sled can make you a pretty good person to know out on the
trails. Back in the day, snowmobiling was about adventure,
and fixing your sled in the middle of nowhere was part of the
adventure. These days sleds are built a lot better, but they
still bring adventure, and you should still be prepared for the
unexpected. First off, you should make sure your sled has the
complete factory tool kit with it at all times. This will generally
have all the wrenches and things to perform basic fixes on
your sled. On top of that, here are a few things you can keep
in your trunk that will have your friends calling you “MacGyver”
the next time something unexpected happens.
Tow Strap
“Tow strap” is a rather deceptive term. Not many people know
all you really need to tow a sled is a short piece of rope or
even some duct tape. That’s right, because the best way to
tow a sled is to tie the ski loop of the broken-down sled tight
to the bumper of the tow sled. This way the tow sled has
complete control over the broken-down sled.
Multi-Tool
This is perhaps the best tool to have on hand from both
a fix-it standpoint as well as a survival standpoint. Most
“Leatherman”-style multi-tools have a bunch of different
functions such as screwdriver, pliers and cutting tools. One of
the main benefits of a multi-tool is cutting belt remnants from
the clutches, but the pliers tool is really good too since frozen
fingers don’t grip so well.
Flashlight
Winter in the Snow Belt brings days with as little as 10.5
hours of daylight, so odds are against you when it comes to
there being adequate daylight to fix problems on your sled. A
flashlight is essential to ensuring you will be able to see what
you’re doing if something goes wrong. It doesn’t have to be
big, as even a small pocket LED flashlight will put out a ton
of light.

Spare Belt
Ten years ago, the meat of the sled market was putting out
115-120-horsepower. These days the market is full of sleds
putting out 130-, 140- and even 170-horsepower. All this
power puts a massive strain on the drive belt and it seems like
there are more blown belts these days than any other time in
recent history. Your sled won’t go without a belt and replacing
a belt is an easy fix – make sure you have a spare.
Duct Tape
You can do a lot with duct tape, from quick fixes to preventing
frostbite even to performing emergency medical care; it can
literally be a lifesaver. Keep a small roll of duct tape on hand
or, if you don’t want to carry a whole roll, create your own roll
by wrapping some around a pair of spare spark plugs and kill
two birds with one stone.
Plastic Zip Ties
Like duct tape, plastic zip ties can be used to make quick
trailside repairs. You can use them to fix body damage on a
sled, attach parts that may have fallen off or fix your personal
gear in case a jacket zipper or something like that breaks. If you
have enough of them, they can even fix a ripped track or broken
suspension parts enough to limp a sled to the next trail stop.
Lighter
A good windproof survival lighter can do many things, but
most important is it can save your life. You may not notice the
cold or extreme weather while you’re riding, but as soon as
your sled breaks down you’re at the mercy of Mother Nature.
The ability to build a fire can save your life and a survival
lighter is the best and easiest way to do it.

Be Prepared Out West
Riding out West brings a whole new set of challenges when it comes to tackling the unexpected. In addition to the things already listed, and the
usual stuff you need out West such as avalanche beacons, shovels and probes, there are a few items you may want to consider having along
when you’re out in the mountains.

Cable Saw
Gravity can be a bear, and getting a sled stuck up against a tree on a
steep slope can make it almost impossible to get free. Sometimes your
only option is to cut your sled free, and this is where a cable saw can be
a huge help. Be sure it’s legal to cut trees where you’re riding though.
Also, a cable saw can be used to cut firewood.

Survival Blanket
When riding out West the specter of having to spend the night in the
backcountry is always looming over you. There are all kinds of survival
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blankets on the market and many of them pack down so they fit in the
palm of your hand, making stashing them in your seat a no-brainer.

Signal Mirror
If you become stranded in the backcountry, it’s likely you won’t be able
to hike out, and who knows if you’ll have cell phone reception (although
reception on top of some of the mountains can be exceptionally good). When
people do come looking for you, a small signal mirror can be just the ticket to
making yourself visible in a vast wilderness.

The River Retreat
Beautiful spacious home on private road with direct
snowmobile access to trail #80 from the door.
3 bedroom, 2 bath with whirlpool tub - Completely Furnished
Snowmobiling - Ice Fishing - Whirlpool - Fire pit
Charcoal Grill - Large Patio

Available Year Round
715-339-2292
Visit www.riverretreatltd.com

Trail Reports & Maps
www.pricecountywi.net
800-269-4505

Overlooking Long Lake
Open Daily 10:30 am
Sunday: Breakfast Buffet 8:30-11:00
After 4:00 pm, All- You-Can-Eat Ribs
Friday: Fish Fry or Poor Man’s
After 4:00 pm, All-You-Can-Eat Fish & Chicken

www.harborviewonline.com
(715) 339-2626 • Email: harborvu@pctcnet.net

>>Race Scene
Legends on Auction
Snowmobile race fans who
don’t know how to use eBay
should take a crash course,
because a must-have piece of
snowmobile racing history will
be on the auction block starting
on November 24.
The machine itself isn’t
particularly notable for race
fans: it’s a 2012 Arctic Cat
F1100 Sno Pro in 50th
Anniversary trim. Its added
value is that it is autographed

by every Arctic Cat racer, past
and present, who attended the
Arctic Cat 50th Anniversary
celebration in July.
There is no other Arctic Cat
snowmobile in the world that
has so many autographs from
Team Arctic racers along with
five autographed boards that
document the signatures, and
the years, the racers were with
Team Arctic.
Some of the legends whose

names are signed on this
machine: Roger Skime, Larry
Coltom, Jim Dimmerman,
Kirk Hibbert, Roger Janssen,
Dave Thompson, Brian
Sturgeon, Aaron Scheele,
Chester Boman, Tucker
Hibbert, Brad Pake, Paul and
Brian Dick, Brian Nelson, P.J.
Wanderscheid and many more.
Proceeds from the auction
will benefit the Snowmobile
Hall of Fame in St. Germain.

Track Time
Snowmobile racing is alive and well in Wisconsin, with local
circuits planning a full season of racing across the entire state.
The Great Northern Sno-X Series (GNSS) and the IRACE
series start with a joint-affiliate snocross race in Bessemer,
Michigan, called the Blackjack National Ironwood, which is also
a part of the national ISOC race series.
GNSS will hold its second race on Dec. 17 in Wisconsin
Dells. In conjunction with the event, the Kalahari Resort will
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offer discounted hotel rates with free waterpark passes for
those who mention “Arktic Freeze.”
Oval racing gets down to business starting in January with
events in Amherst, Eagle River and Wausau.
For more information on the Great Northern series go to
www.gnssracing.com. IRACE information and schedules are
at www.iraceatv.com. The USSA ice oval schedule is at www.
ussaprostar.net.

Leap Year
Snowmobile racer Levi LaVallee will make a second attempt
at a record-breaking snowmobile distance jump on Dec. 31.
The jump will be aired live on ESPN as a part of the Red
Bull: New Year, No Limits show, which will take place in San
Diego. The jump is expected to occur at 10 p.m. central time.
LaVallee will need to exorcise some demons to do this
jump. He nearly died last year while practicing for a similar
event last year. He made a world record leap of 361 feet
during a practice session; he crashed on a landing of a
subsequent practice jump.
“I am so pumped to be able to come back to Red Bull: New
Year. No Limits.,” LaVallee said. “Last year obviously didn’t
go the way I was hoping, and I am excited to have another
chance at this amazing opportunity.”
In a new twist, the 28-year-old LaVallee will jump his
snowmobile alongside motorcyclist Robbie Maddison. Both
athletes concurrently jump over 300 feet of water from the
North park to the South park at the Embarcadero Marina Park
in the downtown area of San Diego Bay. LaVallee will attempt
to break his own record of 361 feet and Maddison will be
aiming for a leap of more than 400 feet to eclipse the current
record of 391 feet.
LaVallee will use artificial turf on his run-up path, which
will provide the necessary grip for his snowmobile’s track to
ensure maximum speed as he hits the take-off ramp.

Levi LaVallee, left, and Robbie Maddison will attempt a long distance jump duet
on New Year’s Eve.

HOT AMERICINN PERK BREAKFAST

Bob’s Cycle Supply
St. Paul - 651-482-8181
www.bobscycle.com

Ollie’s Service, Inc.
Alexandria - 320-763-4455
www.olliesservice.com

Bristow’s Kawasaki & Polaris
St. Cloud - 320-253-7878
www.bristowsinc.com

Tousley Motorsports
White Bear Lake
800 -TOUSLEY
www.tousleymotorsports.com

Centre Sports
Sauk Centre - 320-351-7669
skidoooutlet.com
J&J Powersports
Fairbault - 507-332-7341
www.JJPowersports.com
Moon Motorsports
Monticello - 763-295-2920
www.moonmotorsports.com

Waldoch Sports, Inc.
Columbus/Forest Lake
651-464-5776
www.waldochsports.com

LARGE POOL

COMFORTABLE AND QUIETER ROOMS

WHEN IT COMES TO HOSPITALITY,

WE’VE EARNED

OUR STRIPES.

From the lakes of Minnesota to the big skies of Texas,
the Rocky Mountains to the Eastern Seaboard, taking
good care of people in this great big country of ours is
what we do best. We’ve earned our stripes when it comes
to genuine hospitality, and you’ll feel it the moment
you walk through our doors. From a friendly smile to a
free, hot American breakfast, stop in and discover true
AmericInn® hospitality.

Michigan

Northway Sports
East Bethel - 763-413-8988
www.northwaysports.com

Norway

[906] 563.7500

Minnesota

[800] 634.3444 AMERICINN.COM

Silver Bay

[218] 226.4300

Tofte

[218] 663.7899

Two Harbors

[218] 834.3000

Wisconsin
Rice Lake

[715] 234.9060

See more about these locations at AmericInn.com.

©2011 AMERICINN INTERNATIONAL, LLC

December 2011 31

Event
Calendar

A+ Power Sports & Trailer Sales
Elkhorn
262-723-8822
www.AplusRide.com

Morse Power Sports Center
Wisconsin Dells
608-254-8341
www.morsepowersports.com

TA Motorsports
Francis Creek
920-682-1284
www.tamotorsports.com

Boat Sport Marina
Eagle River
715-479-8000
www.boatsport.com

R & R Motorsports
Hazelhurst
715-358-5349
www.rnr-motorsports.com

Vetesnik Power Sports
Richland Center
800-752-2556
www.vetesnik.com

Ecklund Motorsports
Oshkosh
920-233-3313
www.ecklundmotorsports.com

Rock River Motorsports, Inc.
Edgerton
608-884-9415/
608-868-7765
www.rockrivermarina.com

Wild River Sport & Marine
Trego
715-635-5299/
800-369-1255
www.wildriversport.com

Steve’s Service Center
Phillips
715-339-4656
www.stevesservicecenter.com

Willson’s Sport & Marine
Palmyra
262-495-2921
www.willsonssport.com

Engelhart Center
Madison
608-274-2366
www.engelhart.com
Evenson’s Marine
Nekoosa
715-325-6100
www.evensonsmarine.com
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Schauer Power LLC
Union Grove
262-878-3344
www.SchauerPower.com

December
Dec. 8-11: Hurley, WI: Red Light Rally
is back! Weekend Poker Run, Balloon
Parties, Free Style Snowmobile Show,
Vintage Display and much more. Fun
for everyone. www.hurleywi.com or
715-561-4334.
Dec. 11: Minocqua, WI. Minocqua
Forest Riders Kick Off Party at the
American Legion Hall. $10/person;
buffet of hors d’oeuvres, desserts,
awards, games, door prizes, raffles,
music, and a best dip contest (we
supply chips/crackers). Doors open 4
p.m., food served at 5 p.m., cash bar.
minocquaforestriders@gmail.com for
tickets. Please bring a non perishable
food item for the food pantry.
Dec 27: Presque Isle, WI. SnoBunnies Breakfast Buffet fundraiser
at the PI Pub, Cty. Rd. B, 8:30-11:30
a.m. 715-686-2522 or visit www.snobunnies.com.
Dec. 28: Boulder Junction, WI. Brat
Fry 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at the Granary,
Cty. Rd. M, sponsored by the Boulder
Junction Snowmobile Club.
Dec. 31: Minocqua, WI. Forest Riders
Brat Fest, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. at the new
Minocqua Park, Hwy. 70W. Brats, hot
dogs, chili, and smores and beverages
available.
January
Jan. 1: Phillips, WI. Lugerville
Chasers annual New Year’s Day
Hangover Party at Club 13, 784 N.
Lake Ave., to benefit area trails. Food
and paddle raffles 1-5 p.m. Guns, quilt
and cash raffle from tickets 4:30 p.m.
715-339-6071 or dnaukofer@yahoo.
com.
Jan. 7: Winter, WI. Dennis Dantzman
Memorial Ride sponsored by the
Winter Huskies. Registration 11 a.m.
at The Wannigan on Dam Rd.; ride
starts at noon ,with stops at various
member businesses. Door prizes and
50/50 raffles.50/50 proceeds go to the
Dantzman Scholarship fund. Dale,
715-661-1294.
Jan. 8: Kohlsville, WI. Kohlsville
Kruisers annual Brat Fry & Fisheree
at Jug’s Hitching Post Saloon
and adjacent Kohlsville Pond,
downtown. Fisheree starts 6 a.m.,
brat fry at 10:30 a.m. Annual ticket
raffle with cash prizes and many
others. 262-689-5992.
Jan. 9-14: Mercer, WI. 7th Annual
Winter Blast Poker Run. Entry sheet
at participating locations, $10/sheet,
prizes 100% payback to top four poker
hands. Sheets must be turned in by 7
p.m. 1/14 at the Groomer Barn. 715476-7878.
Jan. 13-15: Eagle River, WI. Classic
Vintage Weekend at the Derby Track.
Three days of vintage racing, vintage
tour, vendor displays and more. 715479-4424 or www.derbytrack.com.
Jan. 14: New Lisbon, WI. Radar Run
sponsored by the Winter Wanderers at
the Dirty Turtle on Castle Rock Lake.
Includes vintage classes. Registration
start 8 a.m. Jerry 608-572-0629 or
www.winterwanderers.com.
Jan. 14: Darlington, WI. 1st Fayette
Sno-Goers 8-Pin Tap Bowling
Tournament at the Ranch House
Lanes. Two shifts, 3 p.m. and 6 p.m.
$100 per team. Music starts 8 p.m.
For info or team registrations, call the
Ranch House, 608-776-3171.

Jan. 14: Mercer, WI. Winter Blast
at the Groomer Barn, downtown
Mercer, 10 a.m.-midnight. Food &
refreshments, live music 6:30-11:30
p.m., raffle drawings and prizes.
715-476-7878.
Jan. 15: Presque Isle, WI. SnoBunnies Breakfast Buffet fundraiser
at Sky View Lodge, 8:30-11:30
a.m.715-686-2928 or visit www.
sno-bunnies.com.
Jan. 15: Boulder Junction, WI. Club
Breakfast sponsored by the Boulder
Junction Snowmobile Club at Gooch’s
A-1, Cty. Rd. M, 8:30 a.m.-Noon.
Gloria, 715-385-2369.
Jan. 15: Park Falls, WI. Minocqua
Forest Riders Buffet Breakfast at
Moose Jaw Lodge, N15098 Shady
Knoll Rd., 8 a.m.-noon. $8/adult, $4/
kids 6-12, 5 and under free. 715-7623028.
Jan. 19-22: Eagle River, WI. Amsoil
World Championship Snowmobile
Derby. Three race venues – ice oval,
sno-cross and vintage. Thurs. eve
time trials, Fri. – day of racing wraps
up with Fri. Night Thunder’s Sweet
Sixteen pole position competition,
Saturday heats, quarter and semifinals; Sunday finals. 715-479-4424 or
www.derbytrack.com.
Jan. 20-22: Lakewood, WI. 25th
Women on Snow weekend at Waubee
Lodge. Silver Anniversary fun-filled
weekend for women only, hosted
by the Waubee Snowflakes. Pam
715-276-3055 or Becky 715-842-3972
or write Waubee Snowflakes, 5805
Redwing Way, Wausau, WI 54401.
Jan. 21: Mercer, WI. Mercer SnoGoers All-U-Can-Eat Cookout at Dear
Lodge on Trail 12B, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Brats, hamburgers, and sides - $8//
adults, $5/children 12 and under – eat
inside or by the bonfire. Raffles during
event. 715-476-2549.
Jan. 21: Menasha, WI. Low Buck
Vintage Riders 14th Annual Old
Snowmobile Show at Stone Toad
Bar and Grill, 1109 S. Oneida St.
Registration 8:30-11:30 a.m. $2/per
sled or $10 maximum. Vintage show
1979 and older, some awards given
for 1980-984. 30 classes, over 45
awards at approx. 3 p.m. No swap
area, sleds registered can be offered
for sale. Shelter, food, beverages on
site. Dan/Susan 920-734-0830 or
www.lowbuckvintageriders.com.
Jan. 21: Franksville, WI. Racine
County Snowmobile Clubs’ Winterfest,
annual fundraiser, at South Hills
Country Club, 3047 East Frontage
Rd., Food, games, music, dancing,
raffle. Radar run weather permitting.
262-554-8823.
Jan. 21: Shawano, WI. Shawano
Lake Sno Blasters 2nd Annual Vintage
Poker Run, begins 11 a.m. at the
Launching Pad, 221 Airport Road;
return to Launching Pad by 5 p.m.
All sleds welcome – bonus card for
vintage sleds. $5 entry fee, 100%
payout. 50/50 raffle. For info call
Clarence (715) 526-2465 or Dustin
715-853-4266.
Jan. 21: Mayville, WI. Dodge County
Association of Snowmobile Clubs
Winter Picnic hosted by Le RoyKnowles Country Riders 10 a.m. -4
p.m. at Mayville Gun Club, W3268
Farmersville Rd. Vintage Snowmobile
Show, Contest & Ride (weather

permitting), fee $5. Register 10-11:30
a.m., judging 12:30 p.m. – cash prizes.
Food, drink, games, raffles, door
prizes. Dennis 920-960-4453.
Jan. 21: Alma, WI. Alma Snow
Drifters Fun Run & Dance at
Henderson’s Silver Moon. Poker
run begins 10 a.m., drawing at 7
p.m. Prizes, games and dancing.
Fundraising for club and local
community services. Carolyn,
608-685-4841.
Jan. 22: Prentice, WI. Prentice
Bushbenders 6th Annual Pancake
Breakfast, 8 a.m.-noon at
Chequamegon Sportsmen’s Club,
W4602 Hwy. 8/Trail #118. Prizes and
raffles during event. 715-820-1280,
kas@pctcnet.net.
Jan. 26-28: Park Falls, WI. SnoDrovers Poker Run & Breakfast
Buffet. Poker run starts Thurs. with
stops at participating businesses.
Breakfast Buffet Saturday 8-11 a.m.
at Moose Jaw Lodge & Resort,
N15098 Shady Knoll Rd. Poker run
ends 6 p.m. at Saturday at Moose
Jaw Lodge with drawing of winning
hand. Cash prizes, raffles and door
prizes. 715-762-1623, tsteeno@
centurytel.net or www.snodrovers.
com/index.html.
Jan. 27-29: Eagle River, WI. Women
on Snow annual snowmobiling
getaway for women since1986. Based
out of the Eagle River Inn, over 100
women ride area trails in six groups.
Pre-registration required by Dec. 15.
Judy at 630-341-5251 or visit www.
womenonsnow.org.
Jan. 28: Lily, WI. 28th Annual
Langlade County Ride-In at the Lily
Sno-Birds Clubhouse, 15 miles NE of
Antigo. Free food and refreshments.
Sponsored by the Langlade County
Snowmobile Council. 715-216-0979.
Jan. 28: Hawkins, WI. Hawkins Sno
Hawks Annual Brat Feed 10 a.m.-4
p.m. at the groomer building, 801
Washington St. or Trail 25. Food,
beverages, raffles and drawings. 715585-2399 or lakeflyjim@centurylink.net.
Jan. 28: Spencer, WI. Spencer
Swamp Stompers 15th Annual
Antique Snowmobile Show/Jalopy
Ride and Swap Meet at the Swamp
Stompers club house, 405 W. Cedar
St.. Registration 10 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Jalopy ride 2 p.m. Sleds 1984 and
older, cutters and minis. Trophies in
10 classes, $5/sled with a $20 max;
spectators free. Hot food and drinks
available, door prizes. Roger at 715659-3936 or Jeremiah 715-659-4322
after 7 p.m.
Jan. 28: Melrose, WI. Vintage Ride
& Poker Run sponsored by the
Jackson/Trempealeau Ridgerunners.
Ride starts 10:30 a.m. at Blair Park,
return to Blair Haus for poker run and
drawing. Turn in poker cars 5-10 p.m.
Live band starts 9 p.m., door prizes,
50/50 cash drawing. Advance tickets
or info contact Belah 608-769-3043 or
belahboe@yahoo.com.
Jan. 28: Blanchardville, WI. Fayette
Sno-Goers annual Radar Run on
Yellowstone Lake. Registration starts
10 a.m., racing starts 11 a.m. Auction
and music to follow at the Fayette
Saloon. Studded and non-studded
classes, with $100 top speed of the
day. Duke 608-776-3871 or Scott
608-776-8160.

Jan. 28: Millston, WI. Woodland
Riders annual Radar Run on Lake Lee.
Registration starts 8 .am., runs 9 a.m.-3
p.m. 1,000 ft. ice track with 1,100 ft.
shutdown area. ATVs & motorcycles
welcome. Children’s classes.
Jan. 28: Westport, WI. Waunakee
Winter Wanderers 36th annual all you
can eat charcoaled beef feed and DJ.
Serving 5-9 p.m. at St. Mary’s School
Hall, just off Hwy. M. Music, silent
auction, games and door prizes.
Jan. 28-29: Phillips, WI. Winter
Fest. Saturday: Radar runs for
snowmobiles, ATVs and lawn mowers
11 a.m.-3 p.m. at Birch Island Resort,
N8221 E. Wilson Flowage Rd. Cash
prizes. Candlelight walk at 6 p.m. on
Lake Duroy, 177 S. Lake Ave. Sunday:
Ice fishing contest on Lake Duroy 6
a.m.-4 p.m., registration beings 6 a.m.
Entry fee $10/adult, $5/child; prizes
awarded in both divisions. Raffle
drawing at 2:30 p.m. Concessions.
715-339-4100, 888-408-4800, www.
phillpswisconsin.net.
Jan. 29: Phillips, WI. Phillips
Chaparrals Breakfast, 8-11 a.m. at
Club 13, 784 N. Lake Ave.; a hearty
breakfast selection. 715-339-2851 or
tew3817@yahoo.com.
Jan. 29: New Berlin, WI. 42nd Annual
Suburban Sno-Hawks Snowmobile
Races at VFW ground, 17980 W.
Beloit Rd. Elimination drags and ovals,
SSHC sanctioned, trophies in all
classes. Multiple classes for drag and
oval. Feature 10 Lap Oval Race Dash
for cash 4:30 p.m. Registration 7-9:15
a.m.; racing 10 a.m. sharp. Admission
$10 adults, 12 and under free. 262470-5855, 262- 547-6225 or www.
suburbansnohawks.com.
Jan. 29: Fall River, WI. Doylestown
Sno Hoppers annual pancake
breakfast at the Casino Supper Club,
just off Hwy. 16. $6/adults, $4/kids
5-12. 920-960-5942 or corrinecmc@
gmail.com.
February
Feb. 1-2: St. Germain, WI.15th
Annual Groomer Show hosted
by Arrowhead Groomers/Walker
Equipment (formerly Charles Vogel
Ent.) at 6351 Hwy. 70 East, 9 a.m.-4
p.m. Lunch available from BoBoen club. Registered attendees
invited to Wed. eve Hospitality
Gathering. 888-412-1722 or www.
arrowheadgroomers.com.
Feb. 4: New Lisbon, WI. 37th annual
Winterfest sponsored by the Winter
Wanderers. Radar runs including
vintage classes on Castle Rock Lake
at South Shore Bar & Restaurant,
N6895 Ridgewater Dr. of Castle Rock
G.. Registration begins 8 a.m., silent
auction, 50/50 raffles, spin the wheel
for prizes and other raffles. Warm
area, food and drink. Jerry 608-5720629 or www.winterwanderers.com.
Feb. 4: Presque Isle, WI. SnoBunnies Breakfast Buffet fundraiser at
the Yacht Club, Main Street, 8:3011:30 a.m. 715-686-2423 or visit www.
sno-bunnies.com.
Feb. 4: Winter, WI. 22nd Annual
Winter Huskies Fishfest contest and
raffle at Trap n’ Fish Lodge on Fishtrap
Lake. Registration 7 a.m., $10 entry
fee – 100% payback. Raffles on ice
for fishermen, raffles in lodge start at
noon. 715-266-3466.

VISIT

sledder.net

TODAY!
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Snoopy Sno Goers

Sno-Eagles

By Kari Hampton

By Gary Case

Lancaster, Wisconsin

Eagle River, Wisconsin
The Sno-Eagles conducted their first meeting of the new
season on September 15. The brushing crews were already
busy preparing the trails, the trail maps were submitted
for printing, and the plans for the February 2012 weekend
away were discussed.
Trail closures continue to be a problem. The main trail
#13 between Eagle River and Three Lakes is closed as of
today and will make it much harder to get back and forth
from the two towns. Check our Web site at www.snoeagles.org for further information about all trail conditions.
We held two fundraisers already this season, a brat and
bakery sale was held at Trigs and an Octoberfest at the
Eagle Waters Resort. The celebration was highlighted with
German foods, refreshments, and music on Saturday and
continued as a Packer tailgate party on Sunday. As usual,
everything was excellent and everyone had a great time.
Thank you to all of those volunteers and both businesses.
We have a weekly ride on Wednesdays if you would like
to join us. We leave from the old train station downtown
Eagle River at 9 a.m. We go different directions each ride
and stop for lunch somewhere in the Northwoods before
returning home.

Plymouth Snow Rangers
Plymouth, Wisconsin
By Jeff Bender
The Snoopy Sno Goers are ready to make more great memories this winter!

The Snoopy Sno Goers are one of the 11 clubs that maintain
and support the 370 miles of the Grant County snowmobile
trail system. We have 51 members and have been around
since 1970. Club meetings are held on the second Thursday
of the month at 7 p.m.
Once again, we had a great snowmobile season this past
winter. Although it ended earlier than we liked, our trails were
in excellent condition right up to the end thanks to our many
volunteer groomer operators.
On October 1, the club put together a float for the Harvest
Festival parade. The theme was Harvesting Our Memories.
The club put a 2012 Polaris and a 1974 John Deer on the
float and used the slogan, “We just SNOW after the harvest
we will be making memories.” The club was recognized with
the Spirit Award, which symbolizes the spirit of the theme,
and the spirit of fun and creating memories.
Mark your calendars for February 4 for our upcoming
Poker Run and possible vintage ride. For more information,
visit www.snoopysnogoers.com. The club is also doing our
annual Snoopy Fun Times raffle to be held on February 25,
which will be in conjunction with the Winter Fun Run held at
Yoder’s in Rockville.
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Once again, this past year has been a busy one. With
the purchase of our new Kubota tractor last year for trail
leveling and grooming, we found it necessary to hit our
trails with an extensive brushing detail. We also found
that many of our older bridges needed updates to carry
the heavier tractor. This was accomplished with a lot of
hard work and great teamwork.
Also during the winter, in conjunction with other local
clubs in the Northern Kettles Association, we made a
promotional video on the importance of snowmobile clubs
in Wisconsin. The AWSC was so impressed with the
video that they have it on their Web site. Check it out if
you get a chance.
It seems with every year there are new challenges
to encounter and this year is no different. Our winter
fundraiser should put us to the test. The Plymouth Snow
Rangers’ annual snowmobile races are taking on a new
twist. The one-day event will be held at our clubhouse
property, instead of the local fairgrounds, on February
4. The Great Northern Sno-X Series will headline the
event. They should bring in over 100 drivers. In addition,
non-sanctioned vintage classes will also be included.
For updates and additional information, please visit our
website: www.plymouthsnowrangers.com.

Richford Ridge Riders
Richford, Wisconsin
By Maureen Wist

On a cold, snowy January day in 2011, just when your toes
need a warm-up, you turn into the wind on a tree lined
stretch of a groomed trail in Waushara County. There are
between 20 to 50 sleds parked with just as many riders
getting warm over a bonfire enjoying hot cocoa, chili and
brats, and sharing their many stories of the trails. The
Richford Ridge Riders, based in the Town of Richford,
Waushara County, hosted two Chili/Brat Fries on their trail
system in 2011. Weather permitting, the club hopes to do the
same in 2012 on January 14 and February 11. The events
were enjoyed by all and while they were held as fundraisers
for the club, it gave riders a chance to enjoy the company of
fellow snowmobile enthusiasts while taking in the beautiful
scenery in Waushara County.
The club will also host their third annual Scavenger Hunt
on January 21, which takes place on the 22 miles of trails
the club maintains in Waushara and Marquette counties.
The event involves riders finding items placed along the
trail and answering trivia questions at the businesses along
the way. Everyone has a chance to win a prize and raffles
are planned after the event at Steele’s Country Inn in
Richford. Please visit us on Facebook for more information.
Just follow the signs out of Richford to join us for some fun
in the snow in 2012!

Calumet Sno-Trails
Calumet, Wisconsin
By Lisa Herrick

Case IH Puma 140 tractor purchased from D&D Equipment, Chilton, Wisconsin.

The Calumet Sno-Trails snowmobile club recently purchased
a Case IH Puma 140 tractor. We upgraded from tires to
tracks for ease on our trail system. Club members are busy
getting easements and prepping the trail system for the
upcoming season.
Our club is changing the look of our snowmobile map this
year. We are adding sections/quadrants. We’re hoping that
this will make our opening and closing of our trail system
easier because there have been times when some of our
trails had to close due to trail conditions and we were forced
to close the entire system. By having the sections/quadrants,
we will be able to close only the section(s) / quadrant(s)
necessary.
The club will be having its annual brat fry on Black
Friday…we embrace the cold weather and early hours to
satisfy the hunger of the shoppers.
In an attempt to capture the attention of youth, Calumet
Sno-Trails became part of the social network – you can now
LIKE us on Facebook. Trail conditions and groomer reports
will be updated on our page.
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Isaar Trail Riders
Isaar, Wisconsin
By Tim Schroeder

Pictured left to right is Zadie Roffers and Tim Schroeder of the Isaar Trail Riders, Harvey Albert of the Seymour Fire Department, and Terry Hintz’s family
members Julie, Derek and McKenzie Hintz.

Miss Snowflake contestant Zadie Roffers introduces herself to the crowd during the Friday night costume contest. She went on to take first runner up in the
competition.

The Isaar Trail Riders recently made a donation to the Town of
Seymour Fire Department. The money will help them cover the cost
of a cofferdam. A cofferdam is used to help someone trapped in a
grain bin. The money was given in memory of Terry Hintz who died
in a grain bin accident last year. The club wanted to give back to the
community in return for the support the community has given the
club over the years. We thank the businesses and the landowners.
Without them we would not have the fine trail system we have.
We had seven members attend the fall Workshop this year. We

all went to cheer on our very own Zadie Roffers in her run for Miss
Snowflake. She took first runner up. We are very proud of her for
her effort and time she put in to it. You may have not made Miss
Snowflake but you’re a fine young lady, and have done so much for
the youth club and the adult club. We look forward to you remaining
a club member. I found the Workshop informative and fun, and look
forward to next year.
Now we wait for the trails to open so we can enjoy what we have
worked so hard to achieve.

Jackson/Trempealeau Ridgerunners

Driftsplitters Snowmobile Club

By Belah Boe

By Tana Williams

The Ridgerunners have had a busy summer starting with the
planning and hosting of the fifth annual Classic and Vintage
Snowmobile Show and Swap held September 17 (the weekend
after HayDays every year). We had 59 sleds this year, with
trophies awarded in 11 classes and a Queen’s Choice trophy.
This event is held in conjunction with the Blair Cheese Fest
every year. A great time was had by all. We also participated in
several local parades this summer and all the people thought it
was really cool to see the old sleds.
We have been working on a new section of trail to connect up
to the Buffalo River Trail. The trail will be from the York-Northfield
trail to Levis to the Buffalo River Trail; creating another Loop Trail
to take advantage of.
As always, remember our vintage ride and poker run being
held January 28 at the Blair Haus. See the calendar of events for
details. Have a safe and fun-filled snowmobiling season.

Every year we emphasize the fact that the time flies, which
makes our summer fly, and we are back to winter in no time. To
the members of the Driftsplitters Snowmobile Club, winter hasn’t
approached fast enough.
It is with great excitement that the Price County Trails Association
joins us in introducing our new Pisten Bully, which will help us
accommodate and continue the tradition of smooth and pleasurable
Driftsplitter trails. Along with the new groomer, we are also working
hard physically to brush and maintain existing trails after summer
rain and winds took their toll on the woods in the area.
We look forward to many club rides, ranging from club breakfasts
to local supporting businesses that help us help snowmobilers.
Along with this, we eagerly await our own club breakfast on March
4. But until then, summer lovers can bask in the glory of a snowless
ground, while we winter folk eagerly await the serenity of twelve
inches of white powder.

Jackson & Trempealeau Counties
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Catawba, Wisconsin

News Briefs
Huron Manistee National
Forest Plan

BRC Invited to Testify Before
Congressional Subcommittee

A proposed ban on gun hunting and snowmobiling within certain
areas of the Huron Manistee National Forest, prompted by a
legal decision by the U.S. Court of Appeals in the Meister v.
U.S.D.A. Forest Service, brought more than 9,000 comments by
Michigan sportsmen and snowmobilers. A draft Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) presenting alternatives
regarding the use of snowmobiles and firearms in 14 acres of
the forest has now been developed. Comments on the SEIS
may be submitted until December 21, 2011. Four alternatives
are offered: (1) taking no action, which would not address the
court case and could lead to more challenges; (2) allowing
no firearm hunting or snowmobiling within the 14 acres; (3)
slight modification of the area designation which would allow
continued gun hunts and snowmobiling; or (4) reducing road
mileage density in that area which would likely negatively impact
use by hunters and snowmobilers in the future.
To read the SEIS, visit http//www.fsusda.gov/internet/
FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5330733.pdf. Comments may
be submitted electronically to comments-eastern-huronmanistee@fs.fed.us with the subject line “Forest Plan SEIS.”
For more information visit www.fs.usda.gov/hmnf; for updates
visit www.MSASnow.org.

The BlueRibbon Coalition (BRC) has been asked to testify before
Congress on November 15 regarding three of the most important
issues affecting access and recreation on lands managed by the
U.S. Forest Service.
Rob Bishop (UT), Chairman of the Subcommittee on National
Parks, Forests and Public Lands has requested BRC’s Executive
Director Greg Mumm to provide testimony on an oversight hearing
titled “Forest Service Regulatory Roadblocks to Productive Land
Use and Recreation; Proposed Planning Rule, Special-use
Permits and Travel Management.
BRC has been concerned for some time that recreational
access to lands managed by the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) are
threatened by planning regulations that are, in the agency’s own
words, costly, complex, and procedurally burdensome. Sadly,
the USFS has proposed new planning regulations that only
make the situation worse. The new “Proposed Planning Rule”
threatens to create a situation that will exacerbate, not resolve, the
planning gridlock accelerating through the agency. The recreation
permit process as currently implemented on Bureau of Land
Management and USFS managed lands is overly bureaucratic,
expensive for both agencies and the public, and often applied in
an unfair and arbitrary manner.

• Your club orders
raffle tickets from
the AWSC office.
• Your members
sell the tickets for
$2 each.
• The drawing will
be held on March
31, 2012 at the
AWSC Convention.
• Your Club has
no expenses for
raffle license,
ticket printing or
prizes.
• Grants will
be administered
in April.

Your Club Can Raise Money The Easy Way!
1st Prize

2013 SKI-DOO MX-Z

Retail Value $7,999 provided
in part by Rob’s Performance
Motorsports of Johnson Creek
and Simonar Sports Inc.
of Luxemburg.

3rd Prize

Aluminum Trailer

Provided by Loadmaster
Trailers, a division of H7S
Manufacturing or equivalent
cash value toward a trailer of
your choice.

2nd Prize

4 NASCAR Race
Tickets to a
Sprint Cup Race
of your choice.

4th Prize

Eagle River, WI
Vacation Package
For 4 people at the
Wild Eagle Lodge,
Eagle River, WI
877.945.3965

What could be easier? Fund your club projects without the cash outlay.
Your club president has the ticket order forms and complete information.

No. 2011/2012

Here’s how
it works:

Club Assistance RAFFLE

The AWSC wishes to thank all our fine sponsors for there continued support.
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Destinations

Dealer

AUCTIONS

Dec. 3 & 17,
Jan. 7 & Feb. 4

Pictures, auction price
White Star
Motorsports Auctions
reports, motel listings,
Bronson, Michigan
maps and all
Phone: 517-369-1153
information to buy
Fax: 517-369-2024
or sell are:
www.snowmobileauction.com

Dealer

Selling over 4000
Snowmobiles and ATVs
every year since 1974
in southern Michigan

Dealer

Snowmobile & ATV

Dealer

Auctions

Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marke

YOU CAN BUY OR SELL
NO SELLING COMMISSION FEES
You only pay $25 per item to sell.
No other selling fees or commissions.

Destinations

Dealer

Dealer

10% Buyer’s premium added to all purchases.

• Only 2,500 tickets will be accepted, first
come, first served.

ATTENTION

• Tickets will be sold to AWSC member clubs
only through the AWSC office.
• Price of a ticket is $10.
• The drawing will be held March 31, 2012
at the AWSC Convention.

SNOWMOBILE CLUBS!

• Clubs will receive tickets. Please fill out
and return stubs with proper remittance to
the AWSC office.

{Third

{FIRST Priz
e}

ze}
i
r
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Triton Covered
Snowmobile Trailer

Provided in part by the Wisconsin
Triton Trailer Dealers.

Large Screen TV

Prize}

Yellowstone Vacation
Package From
Yellowstonevacations.com

Trip Includes:
-

3 nights lodging for 2 people (room with 1 bed).
1 double rider snowmobile.
2 clothing packages.
1st tank of gas daily.
Hot breakfast each morning.

Yellowstone National Park and Montana require that all
snowmobile drivers possess a current drivers license.

The AWSC wishes to thank Wisconsin’s Triton Trailer dealers and Yellowstonevacations.com for their support and generosity.
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Destinations

Groomer

etplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace ❄ Marketplace

FOR SALE:

Sur-Trac Groomer
2003 New Holland TM 130
With 700 Hrs - Wide Track Kit
Factory Drag - Widened Front Plow

WESTERN UPPER PENINSULA

Phone: 1-888-GOGEBIC
(464-3242)
Email: info@lakegogebicarea.com

Groomer

PO Box 114
Bergland, Michigan 49910

Over 250 Inches of Snow
Annually & Hundreds of Miles
of Scenic Trails!

110 - 10th St. E.
St. Hilaire, MN 56754
888-349-7469 - Order Line
218-964-5670 - Tech Line
www.carverperformance.com

www.lakegogebicarea.com

Lubricated Piston Skirt Coating $29.99
Plated Big Bore Kits • Core Exchange

US Chrome Corporation
650 Oak Park Ave.
Fond du Lac, WI 54935

FREE SWIVEL TRACK
DOLLY INCLUDED

Made in
the USA

Parts & Accessories

tion
Watch ac e at
lin
n
o
o
e
vid
m
dolly.co
suregrip 2-0278
(320) 25

Only $99.99

www.snowmobilesalvageparts.com
Large Inventory of Used Snowmobiles For Sale
Snowmobile
Accessories

Sunnyside

Sales & Service Inc.
Chippewa Falls, WI

- Parts for most makes
& models
- Buy, sell, trade
- Top dollar for snowmobiles,
and salvage
- UPS available daily
- Ship parts world wide
Service on
ALL Makes
and Models

- Cranks & Cylinders
(Rebuilt & Used)
- Electrical
- Engines
(Rebuilt & Used)
- Hoods
- Suspension
- Tracks (New & Used)

(715) 723-9377
(715) 723-9344

EMAIL: snomosalvage@gmail.com
Winter Hours (Starting Dec. 1): M-F 8-7
M-F 9-5 • Sat-Sun Hours Call

www.snowmobilesalvageparts.com
Parts & Accessories

Endorsed by Sledhead Racing/
Hauck Power/Craig Marchbank!
Motorcycles • ATVs
Watercraft • Snowmobiles
Toll Free 866-922-5066
www.usnicom.com
We Purchase Used/Worn Cylinders

Parts & Accessories
Parts & Accessories

Groomer

NiCom® Plated

DRIVE IT
LOAD IT
BACK IT
STORE IT

Full Warranty

FOX FLOAT 2,
FLOAT R & FLOAT X-EVOL
FLOAT Extra Air Volume Kits,
Fox Zero Pro Shocks For
Ski-Doo & Yamaha,
EVOL Upgrade Kit,
Chris Burandt Backcountry Kits for
M-Series Rear Suspension

FAST CYLINDER
REPAIR SERVICE

Move it any place, any season!

NEW
Wider
Wheels!

√PARTS √SERVICE √VALVING

Destinations
Products

FOX, OHLINS, WALKER EVANS,
RYDE FX, HPG

Li A W
st is
M h
us
t!

Lake Gogebic Area
Chamber of Commerce

Parts & Accessories

Parts & Accessories

Destinations

Contact:
Eric at 507-829-7443
Located in S.W. MN

